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February Program 

“The 2015 Jefferson County Big Year” 

The February program will be a review of the 
2015 Jefferson County Big Year. A panel of the 
most active participants will discuss the highlights, 
challenges, delights, records and fun had during 
their Big Year. The program will conclude with a 
slideshow of many of the wonderful photographs 
taken by the participants throughout the year. Join 
us for this fun and informative program presented 
by your fellow BBC members.  

The meeting is on Tuesday, February 9 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Clifton Center on Payne Street in the 
Community Room.  

 

 
 Photos by Pam Spaulding 



REMINDERS:  
 The next Great Backyard Bird Count is February 12-15, 2016,  

BirdCount.org 

 Please send in your 2016 BBC Membership (with check and form) 
if you have not done so. 

 

 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

 

Saturday, January 30  
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

ANCHORAGE TRAIL – Meet at the trailhead at Evergreen & Station 
Roads. 

Andrew Melnykovych 
502-608-4655 

Saturday, February 6  
9 a.m. - Noon 

CREASEY MAHAN / REFORMATORY LAKE - Meet at Creasy Mahan 
Visitor Center, Highway 42 to Route 1793, about a 1/2 mile to sign on 
the right. 

Carol Besse        
502-387-5971 

Saturday, February 13 
8:30 a.m. CST. - Noon 

KENTUCKY DAM AREA – JOINT TRIP WITH KENTUCKY & 
TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETIES. Meet at the lot of 
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Lodge. Note: this trip is on Central 
Standard Time. 

Tarcila Fox (TOS)  
615-405-8625 

Saturday, February 27 
8:00 a.m. - Noon 

OHIO RIVER, INDIANA SIDE – Meet at Ashland Park; for directions 
contact trip leader 

Rand Falls           
540-798-4985 

Wednesday, March 2 
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

TOM SAWYER STATE PARK – For Woodcocks.  Meet at parking lot 
on Hurstbourne Lane south of the airfield. 

Carl Bochmann    
502-618-0574 

Saturday, March 5  
8:30 a.m. - Noon 

GARVIN-BROWN PRESERVE / HAYS KENNEDY PARK / PUTNEY 
POND - Meet at the parking lot of Hayes-Kennedy Park off Upper River 
Road 

Andrew Melnykovych 
502-608-4655 

Sunday, March 6   
8:30 a.m. - ??? 

MUSCATATUCK NWR / HARDY LAKE - Meet at the Muscatatuck 
visitor center at 8:30 a.m.  Bring lunch. 

Pat & Jane Bell   
502-326-9610 

 

In Sympathy          

 

 

We wish to extend our condolences to the family of Martha Pike a life 
member of the Beckham Bird Club. Martha had been an active member and past board director. 
Martha passed away on January 4. 

 

http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=d0fbc4221f&e=63aebf5972


PAST FIELD TRIPS 

Big Day – January 1 - A great day to be birding! The 4 observers started early to look for owls. 
Although the Big Rock Screech Owl was a no show, two Great Horned Owls near Nettelroth 
Sanctuary were a nice find. Traveling to many different areas throughout the day, the group 
tallied 46 species. Sandhill Cranes and a lone Bald Eagle flew overhead while walking in Hays 
Kennedy Park. Other highlights included 2 Ringed-Necked Ducks at Lentz’s Pond and a Red-
headed Woodpecker in Cherokee Park, a Brown Thrasher and Fox and Tree Sparrows at Garvin 
Brown Preserve. Despite a rather cold start in the morning it was a bright sunny day and a fun 
day for the 4 birders.   

Cave Hill Cemetery, January 2 - The Gadwalls are back.  For at least the last three winters, a 
pair of gadwall has been making a living on the Cemetery's lakes.  Today, there were three, 
swimming together on the big lake.  The Belted Kingfisher was also present, flying rattling laps 
over the lake just as it did on Christmas Count Sunday.  On a brisk, sunny morning, a troop of 11 
Beckham members recorded several Brown Creepers as well as a representative numbers of 
Dark-eyed Juncos, Carolina Chickadees, Tufted Titmouse and a few White-throated Sparrows.  
A Great Blue Heron stood at the water's edge; a Cooper's Hawk flashed by; a Red-shouldered 
Hawk was heard nearby.  Three hours of birding produced a list of 24 species and this question: 
Where were all the Mockingbirds?    

 

 BOB JOHNSON 

 

As we celebrate the club's 81st anniversary Beckham Bird Club would like to take a moment and 
recognize one of our long time members. On behalf of all BBC members over the years we want 
to thank Bob Johnson for his service to the club. Bob is the unofficial historian of the club, 
having spent considerable time researching our namesake Charles Wickliffe Beckham and even 
arranging to have a marker installed at his gravesite in Bardstown recognizing his contribution to 
ornithology. Bob has led field trips for the club for more than 20 years and is now retiring from 
that role. He also served as Program Chairperson for many years bringing in wonderful speakers. 
Don't worry -- Bob's not going anywhere -- the board just wanted to recognize and thank him for 
his many years of service to the club. 

In Bob’s own word. “Today (January 2) was a perfect day for my last turn as a 
Beckham leader.  I have been telling myself to hang on until I had a day that satisfied.  Today 
was that day.  When I started leading trips, perhaps 20 years ago, I felt completely inadequate.  



But as Win Ahrens says on occasion, you don't have to be the world's greatest birder to get the 
job done.  I have grown to enjoy it immensely.  I am likely to show up for a few more Christmas 
counts, but I know it's time for me to say no to the field trips.  Bob” 

 
MARCH DINNER MEETING             
 
This year’s speaker for the Beckham 
Bird Club’s annual dinner meeting is 
Dr. Dorian Anderson.  In 2014, Dr. 
Anderson embarked on a Big Year 
with a unique twist. Instead of 
traveling the tens of thousands of 
miles by car and airplane that most 
Big Year participants do, Dorian used 
only his own power, covering more 
15,000 miles entirely by bicycle.  His 
goals were three-fold: to find as many 
bird species as possible (the usual Big 
Year goal), but also to promote 
interest in and raise awareness of 
birds, bird watching, and bird 
conservation; secondly, he wanted to 
showcase the bicycle as an 
environmentally sustainable form of 
transportation; thirdly, he sought to 
raise money for The Conservation 
Fund and the American Birding 
Association by covering his own 
expenses ensuring that 100% of the 
funds he raised would go towards 
conservation.  
Please join us on Tuesday, March 8th 
at the University Club to hear about 

the joys, the challenges, and the results of Dorian’s year-long environmental odyssey. 
The club wishes to recognize and thank the Louisville Audubon Society for its 
generous support of the dinner meeting.  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE ON THE RESERVATION FORMS THE DEAD LINE FOR MAKING 
RESERVATIONS. ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO BECKHAM BIRD 

CLUB.  REFUNDS ARE NOT GUARANTEED AFTER THE DEADLINE. 

 



PLEASE DO NOT SEND MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS WITH THE DINNER 
RESERVATIION. SEND IT TO THE BBC POST OFFICE BOX WITH THE RENEWAL 

FORM FOUND ON THE BBC WEBSITE. 

 

 

 

   

DINNER MEETING  

NAME(S) ____________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE NO.__________________________ Email__________________________ 

Dinner Meeting -$32.00 ea. Make check payable to Beckham Bird Club. 

Please list any special dietary needs._________________________________________ 

Print names of people with whom you wish to be seated. (Table of 8) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Return form to meeting in February or mail to Jane Bell, 1876 Dove Creek Blvd, Louisville, KY 
40242. 

DEADLINE – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 
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