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CAN BIOPHILIA SAVE NATURE IN OUR CITIES?
Dr. Margaret Carreiro will be our speaker and she will
explain how residents in cities and suburbs can protect
native species by weaving local nature into the very places
where they live and work. Dr. Carreiro wants people to
know they can make a large difference in conservation of
local species through their plantings at home. Join us on
Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. at the Clifton Center on
Payne Street to find out how you can help conservation and
urban development co-exist.

BBC IS MOVING
Starting on Tuesday, January 9, Beckham Bird Club is moving to our new
meeting place - St Mark's Episcopal Church, 2822 Frankfort Ave,
Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -85.689458. St. Mark’s is at the corner of
Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave.

2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES
You should have received a post card to renew your 2018 membership. If not
please go to the BBC web site and download a copy. Please fill in the
postcard and return it with your renewal check (if it applies) to our post office
box address, Beckham Bird Club, P.O. Box 5301, Louisville, KY 40255-0301 or
turn it in at the meeting. Please help us out by returning the renewal notice by December 31 or
sooner. All members including life members must return the renewal notice.

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
Saturday, December 2
8:30 a.m. – noon
easy
Saturday, December 9
8:30 am – noon
easy

Sunday, December 10
2:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.
easy

HAYS KENNEDY PARK/GARVIN BROWN PRESERVE – Meet in the
parking lot of Hays Kennedy Park off Upper River Road. GPS: 38.352711, 85.630354
POPE LICK PARK – For residents and winter visitors. From Gene Snyder
get off at Taylorsville Rd toward Fisherville, go about a mile, & take a right
on South Pope Lick Rd. Follow signs to Pope Lick Park, part of the
Parklands. Meet in the parking lot. (formerly called Floyds Fork Park) GPS:
38.184655, -85.488095
FREEMAN LAKE – Meet at trail head parking lot off of Ring Road. Bring
scopes. Directions: From Louisville go south on I-65 to Exit 94 then turn
right on St. 62 (also Mulberry St) about 1 mile (get in right lane) to light at
Ring Rd (St 3005) turn right and go 5 miles. Small parking lot on LEFT at
the lake. GPS: 37.732011, -85.870473

Karen Bonsell
502-794-3526

Andrew Melnykovych
502-608-4655

Michael Callan
502-592-7008

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS
th

This year marks the 118 Christmas Bird Count sponsored by the National Audubon Society.
Your participation is needed in one or more of these counts this year. The dates for the local
counts are listed below. Since these dates could change due to weather conditions you should
sign up to participate at least one week before the count in case the compiler needs to contact
you in the event there is a change in the date. New participants should contact the compiler.
See birdky.org for other CBC in the state.

LOUISVILLE
Sunday, December 17
BERNHEIM FOREST,
Saturday, December 23
OTTER CREEK
Thursday, December 28
PARADISE
Sunday, December 31

All new participants contact compiler by email or phone. Compiler:
James Wheat (CP)904-608-3406 or james.a.wheat@gmail.com
All participants email or call compiler Brainard Palmer-Ball
(CP) 502-330-3998 or brainard@mindspring.com
All participants email or call compiler Brainard Palmer-Ball.
(CP) 502-330-3998 or brainard@mindspring.com
All participants email or call compiler Brainard Palmer-Ball.
(CP) 502-330-3998 or brainard@mindspring.com

Louisville CBC Compilation Potluck Dinner
Those participating in the Louisville CBC
are invited to attend a potluck dinner and
compilation of birds at Win Ahrens’ home
at 21 Autumn Hill, Prospect at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday,
December 17. Please RSVP at winahrens@aol.com.
Hope to see everyone there!

IS A MOUSE IN YOUR HOUSE? COULD YOU BE KILLING A RAPTOR?

Now that the weather has gotten colder, mice often seek the warmth of a house, much to
the annoyance of the homeowner. A lethal way to kill mice is with an anticoagulant, where the
animal bleeds to death internally. These rodenticides are readily available at hardware stores
under names such as: Tomcat Rat or Mouse Killer, d-Con Bait Station, et al. The active
ingredient is usually Bromethalin or Diphacinone, but there are a few others. At first thought,
this control sounds great, unless you’re a mouse. They are easy to use and you never see the
mammal slowly die gruesomely by internally bleeding to death. BUT, often before the mouse
dies it crawls out of the house. Then, along comes a predator looking for an easy meal such as
a cat, dog, fox, raccoon, opossum or a raptor. The anticoagulant in the mouse does not break
down and upon eating the dead or dying mouse the poison is absorbed by the predator. There
are some very disturbing pictures on the internet of a western mountain lion and a cute golden
retriever dying from ingesting anticoagulants.
More information about what these anticoagulants can do to raptors and other animals can
be found on a great website www.raptorsarethesolution.org. This is a California organization
concerned about protecting raptors and other animals from this poison and is trying to prohibit
anticoagulants in California. I was introduced to this group through the wonderful local Raptor
Rehabilitation of KY, of which The Beckham Bird Club is a generous supporter.
So, for the welfare of the many hungry predators trying to survive the winter, please do not
use any of the anticoagulants available to kill a mouse in your house. You could also do a great
service if you would speak to the store owner about not selling these anticoagulants. Positive
results can happen if more people voice their opposition to these poisons.
Thorne Vail
PAST FIELD TRIPS
Shawnee Karst Preserve/Spring Mill State Park, October 28 - Nine members and 1 guest (the
park Naturalist from nearby Spring Mill SP) were greeted at the entrance gate at SKP by 83
Cedar Waxwings. Other highlights included good looks at Ruby and Golden-Crowned Kinglets,
an Orange-Crowned Warbler, a Hermit Thrush and a Barred Owl. Woodpeckers were
everywhere with large numbers of Northern Flickers and Red-Bellied Woodpeckers, two Hairy
Woodpeckers. Thirty species were seen before heading to the buffet at the Spring Mill Inn for
lunch. Following lunch, 7 members continued birding at the Spring Mill though it got off to a
slow start as the lake harbored only few grebes and geese. Things picked up at the last two
stops (Twin Caves and a nearby swampy field) providing great looks and photo opportunities of
Winter and Sedge Wrens. A Marsh Wren was also heard singing in tall grass. Other highlights
from the stops included a FOS Brown Creeper and an Eastern Phoebe. We also observed 7
species of sparrow, including a singing Lincoln's and FOS Dark-Eyed Juncos. The group totaled
40 species at Spring Mill and had a combined total of 48 for the day.
Falls of the Ohio and Ohio River, November 11 - On a frigid morning, 14 birders arrived at the
Falls of the Ohio visitor's center. It had been a very active week on the river so everyone was
expecting a good variety of birds, but old man winter had other ideas. A cold front had recently
moved through creating favorable conditions for migration and dumping heavy rains up-river,
so the river was high and the water was moving swiftly. To top it off, a footrace spanning the

Jeffersonville and Louisville waterfronts made some prime birding spots inaccessible. The
group observed just 8 common species of waterfowl and half of them were only observed on
inland ponds. Birds on the ponds included many Ring-necked Ducks, Hooded Mergansers, a
Green-winged Teal, and some Wood Ducks. A few Lesser Scaup and Bufflehead were the best
waterfowl observed on the river. Other species seen on the river included Pied billed Grebe,
Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. Despite the
temperature and slowness, spirits remained high and most of our company persisted into the
early afternoon. In all, the group made 10 stops spanning both sides of the Ohio River. They
totaled 51 species for the day with highlights being good looks at a Bald Eagle, performing male
Hooded Mergansers, many Belted Kingfishers, an Eastern Phoebe, and an American Tree
Sparrow.
Cherokee Park, November 12 - Two BBC members and one guest braved a chilly, cloudy
morning with very light occasional sprinkles. Highlights included several winter residents –
Brown Creeper, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Goldencrowned Kinglet. The trio tallied 31 species.
November 19 – Muscatatuck NWR/Hardy Lake - Our annual fall field trip to Muscatatuck
National Wildlife was attended by 8 members and one guest. Despite the cold and gloomy skies
for most of the day birding was great. We listed 47 species with highlights being a most
cooperative Barred Owl, two Tundra Swans flying over our heads, several species of ducks, and
American Tree Sparrows. Grassland and feeder birds were unusually hard to find. Although the
habitat looked great there were few sparrows on the refuge. Very few birds were enjoying the
seed at the Visitor Center feeders. Wow! We continued to Hardy Lake and it was spectacular.
Arriving at the beach the 9 observers found 21 Common Loons out on the lake. Soon we began
to hear the thrilling sound of the call of Sandhill Cranes flying overhead. Strand after strand
would fill the sky while we searched for birds on the lake. In one strand a white bird was
spotted by one of our eagle-eyed observers. A Whooping Crane was migrating with the Sandhill
Cranes. Five Bald Eagles were also soaring over the lake. Ring-billed and Bonaparte Gulls, one
Horned Grebe, Bufflehead, Black Ducks and Ruddy Ducks were other highlights of this part of
the day long field trip. Seventeen species were seen at the lake. See next page for pictures.
SNOWY OWLS???
Be on the lookout!! The Audubon Society reports that according to
Project SNOWstorm, data is predicting a big irruption of Snowy Owls
across the continental U.S. this year. For more details go to The
Birding Wire, November 22 edition on the internet.

Thanks to James Wheat for the pictures of birds seen on the Muscatatuck NWR and Hardy Lake
trips.

