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BIRDING ADVENTURES AT STATE PARKS

Kentucky State Parks, where diverse habitats—from
wetlands and hardwood forests to lakeshores and
grasslands—offer excellent opportunities for birdwatchers
of all levels. This talk will shine a light on some of the
lesser-known gems within the parks and provide sample
itineraries to help you plan your visits. Discover the beauty
of Kentucky State Parks and learn how to connect with
nature right in your backyard.

Carey Ruff is currently the Assistant Director of the
Division of Interpretation and Engagement at Kentucky State Parks. Over the years, she
has served in a variety of roles, including Park Manager of Taylorsville Lake State Park,
Preserve Manager at Floracliff Nature Sanctuary, and Forest Ranger with the Kentucky
Division of Forestry. Carey is a Certified Master Kentucky Environmental Educator and
has dedicated much of her career to developing and leading environmental education
programs that inspire people to discover and advocate for Kentucky’s rich biodiversity.

Seth Wheat is the Director of the Division of Interpretation and Engagement at Kentucky
State Parks. Prior to serving in this role he worked at the Kentucky Department of
Tourism and the Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet. During his time in tourism, Seth
focused on Kentucky's Outdoor Recreation and Adventure Tourism efforts. Since its
inception as part of the Office of Adventure Tourism, Seth has assisted with and
overseen the Kentucky Trail Town Program, a first of its kind state wide initiative to
elevate local communities located adjacent to outdoor destinations. Seth has also
worked with the communities across Kentucky to increase sports based tourism via the
Team Kentucky Community Partnership, and assisted with management of the
Kentucky Tourism Development Fund.

Our meeting is on Tuesday, August 12 at 7:00
p-m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 2822
Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -
85.689458. St. Mark’s is at the corner of
Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave. Please
enter by way of the back door near the parking
lot.




THE FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE IS INCLUDED IN
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Some important reminders -
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Read the guidelines before coming on a field trip.

Be sure to stow your valuables in the ftrunk before you arrive or carry them with
you. Do not leave them in the front of the car.

Just remember mosquitos, chiggers, ticks and biting flies are waiting for you. Don't
forget to bring insect repellent.

Have a bottle of water and maybe a snack.

Bring your sunscreen lotion.

Guests are welcome on one field trip but afterwards please join us as a
member.

“Breakfast with the Birds”

What a great way to start the morning with breakfast, with fellow birders
and a bird walk to find returning migrants! Hope you can join us at Hays
Kennedy Park on Saturday, September 6 at 8:00 a.m. Please R.S.V.P. to
beckhambirdclub@gmail.com by Tuesday, September 2. You can also
sign up at the August meeting. The club is providing a continental
breakfast of juice, fruit and assorted pastries. If you drink coffee or
milk, please bring your own. Hope to see you there.

Beckham Bird Club wishes to extend its sympathy on the death of Bill Friel,
husband of Jo Friel and father of Terry Friel, who died on June 24. Bill was an
active member of Beckham Bird Club and served on the BBC board and led
field trips.
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BIRD STRIKES CAN BE STOPPED

The Sunday 29 June New York Times had an interesting article by Catrin Einhorn
about migratory bird strikes in Chicago and how it is being mitigated. The title is “A
Notorious Bird Killer Is Stopped in Chicago by One Simple Change”. The main culprit
was The McCormick Building, but they have put some protections in place, and it is
working!! First, they tried strips of netting, then birds of prey calls and silhouettes, but
none worked very well. They proposed closing the curtains during migration but the
tenants who were paying big rent wanted a view of the lake. The vast glass windows
are now overlaid with a pattern of close opaque dots which were applied last summer.
And the results have been positively amazing. Bird deaths are down about 95%. More
buildings in Chicago want this window treatment, too. And the manufacturer, Feather
Friendly, is very busy keeping up with orders. This window treatment is now being
considered across North America with Toronto being a leader in implementing the
strategy.

Hundreds of millions of birds die every year from flying into buildings in the US. This
is believed to account for a 30% decrease in North American birds since 1970. Now
with McCormick as the poster child, Chicago’s Director of Bird Collisions said this will
make a significant difference in bird mortality. Chicago is also trying to implement a bird
friendly design ordinance.

Louisville can certainly learn a lot from this. | have written my council person who
seems skeptical. Maybe more persuasion would help. It is past time for Louisville to
reduce the decimation of the beautiful migratory birds as they pass through on their long
arduous journey.

Carpe Diem, Thorne Vail

BBC Conservation Report Websites July 2025

Bird Species Lost From the Wild for Almost 40 Years Lays First
Eggs on New Island Home

Toledo Zoo's Expertise Helps Hatch Chicks of One of the World's
Rarest Birds | Morningstar

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/north-carolinas-cape-fear-
river-forever-chemical-hotspot-what-does-mean-its-birds-and

Pesky PFAS present in Louisville water, data show
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https://www.audubon.org/magazine/solve-mallards-mysterious-
decline-researchers-turn-hi-tech-trackers

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/inside-all-out-16-state-
mission-save-american-oystercatcher

GET READY! IT IS GETTING CLOSE
What is getting close? FALL MIGRATION

It has already started in a small way — a few shorebirds are being seen and thousands
of Purple Martins are gathering each night in Prospect.

So you have to be ready — clean your binoculars, camera, and scopes. Do you have
insect repellent to take on field trips? Study your field guides especially for those
confusing fall warblers. This as a good time to join ebird, birdKy and Discord if you
haven’t already done so to let you know what is being seen. Do you have the birding
app Merlin to help you identify sounds you hear? Merlin does a great job but you should
try to visually see the bird or verify it before adding it to your eBird list. Ask yourself is
this bird in the right habitat or is it rare to Kentucky. This is a good time to get
acquainted with the birds you will be seeing during fall migration. As you may know
eBird does not like you to add a bird to your list and state Merlin identified it. Explore
nightly migration data in your region on birdcast.info starting August 1.

Don’t miss out, be prepared! See you on the birding trail or on a field trip. Orchard
Oriole and Swainson Thrush
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