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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM   

RIVER FIELDS AND GARTVIN BROWN 

Our program for September will be given by Kristin Faurest, Ph.D., 

who is President and CEO of River Fields. Prior to joining the 66-

year-old land conservancy she held 

leadership posts at Bernheim 

Forest, River Heritage Conservancy, and Portland 

Japanese Garden. She’s the author or co-author of 

several books related to landscape and culture, and she 

is an affiliated lecturer in the International Masters of 

Landscape Architecture Program based at the University 

of Nurtingen-Geislingen, Germany. She is a proud 

former Peace Corps Volunteer and a passionate traveler 

and hiker.  

Kristin will share the history of River Fields and its 

critical role in preserving natural and cultural landscapes 

in the Louisville area. She’ll also discuss the natural features of and future plans for 

Garvin Brown Nature Preserve, a birding hotspot where more than 207 species have 

been identified on e-bird. 

 

Our meeting is on Tuesday, September 9 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church, 2822 Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -85.689458. St. 

Mark’s is at the corner of Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave. Please enter by way 

of the back door near the parking lot. 



Louisville Metro Wants to Hear from You! 

City planners are requesting input from the public regarding land use along River Road 

from Eva Bandman Park to Caperton Swamp. There are several good birding spots 

along that route--now is the time to express our opinions about keeping and improving 

the green space already there. The deadline for public comment is September 19, 2025. 

For more information on the project, you can visit these sites: 

Office of Planning details of the project 

https://louisvilleky.gov/news/mayor-greenberg-encourages-community-input-future-

uses-river-road-public-land  

River Road Land Use Plan (includes a link to the public comment survey) 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/office-planning/river-road-land-use-vision-plan 

 

”Breakfast with the Birds” 

What a great way to start the morning with breakfast with fellow birders 

and a bird walk to find returning migrants! Hope you can join us at Hays 

Kennedy Park on Saturday, September 6 at 8:00 a.m. Please R.S.V.P. 

to beckhambirdclub@gmail.com by Tuesday, September 2.  The club is 

providing a continental breakfast of juice, fruit and assorted pastries. If 

you drink coffee or milk, please bring your own. Hope to see you 

there. 

 

Birdathon 

This is the last month you can donate to the 2025 Birdathon. The BBC Board 

will be distributing the funds to the different organizations that asked for 

grants. If you have not made a donation, please consider giving. Any 

amount is welcome. Please see the BBC web site for ways to donate.  We 

need everyone to contribute. Thanks to all who have already given. 

 

 

 

 

https://louisvilleky.gov/news/mayor-greenberg-encourages-community-input-future-uses-river-road-public-land
https://louisvilleky.gov/news/mayor-greenberg-encourages-community-input-future-uses-river-road-public-land
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/office-planning/river-road-land-use-vision-plan
mailto:beckhambirdclub@gmail.com


UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

DON’T FORGET TO WEAR YOUR NAME BADGE 

AND READ THE GUIDELINES FOR FIELD TRIPS 

Sunday, August 31    

8:30 a.m. – noon    

easy 

BECKLEY CREEK PARK – GRAND ALLEE SECTION – For lingering 

summer birds, early migrants and residents. Meet at the “Port-a-Potty” 

parking lot at the south end of the Humana Grand Allee just before the 

large bridge over the creek.  GPS: 38.209077, -85.474110   

 

Kevin Flowers      

  502-648-6826 

Saturday, Sept. 6 

8:00 a.m – noon        

easy 

BREAKFAST WITH THE BIRDS – HAYS-KENNEDY PARK/GARVIN 

BROWN NATURE PRESERVE – breakfast at 8:00 followed by field trip 

at 8:30 please see details in newsletter 

 

Meg and Steve Brown 

502-435-4864        502-

435-3967 

 

Sunday, Sept. 7 

8:30-noon 

moderate 

FOX HOLLOW FARM: Resident, summer and possible early migrants 

on the farm. NOTE: route has some off-road trails and a hill to ascend-

descend. 

GPS: 38.371241, -85.523302 

Kevin Flowers 

502-648-6826 

Saturday, Sept. 13 

7 a.m.- 11 a.m. 

strenuous 

FALLS OF THE OHIO FOSSIL BEDS – For residents, migrant 

shorebirds and waterfowl and lurking rarities. IMPORTANT NOTE: This 

is a strenuous 3.5-mile trip with uneven terrain, slick algae-covered 

rocks, and several water crossings with water depth from mid-calf to 

knee deep (shoes with good grip that can get wet are necessary).  The 

fossil beds will likely be very hot, so bringing water is encouraged. 

Weather/river dependent, we will meet at the small lot just east of 

the railroad bridge and cross below the gates to access the fossil 

beds. GPS:  38.2731, -85.7592 

David Bailey 

(720) 648-1493 

Sunday, Sept. 14 

8 a.m. CDT - ???? 

easy 

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK – For residents, early fall 

migrants.  Meet at Little Hope Cemetery inside the park. PLEASE DO 

NOT BIRD THE CEMETERY BEFORE THE TRIP BEGINS. Bring 

lunch.   .  GPS: 37.154126, -86.053762 

Meg and Steve Brown 

502-435-4864 

502-435-3967 



Sunday, Sept. 21 

9 a.m. – noon 

easy 

BERNHEIM FOREST – SPECIAL FIELD TRIP TO HNOR THE 

MEMORY OF THE LATE BILL FRIEL, A BBC MEMBER AND FIELD 

TRIP LEADER WHO LOVED BERNHEIM. For migrants and residents. 

Meet at the Bernheim Forest Arboretum Way parking lot, next to Lake 

Nevin and the old education center rotunda. Directions: I-65 south from 

Louisville to exit 112. Bernheim entrance is about one mile east on KY 

245. About 30 minutes from Louisville. GPS: 37.918889, -85.669087 

Barbara Woerner 

(502)295-3314 

Michael Autin 

(502)298-2456 

Thursday, Sept. 25 

8:30 – noon 

moderate 

TURKEY RUN PARK – Brown-Forman Silo area. Residents and 

migrants. Directions: From I-265 exit (19) Billtown Road, go south 

and turn left at the T; go 1.5 miles and turn right into Turkey Run 

Park entrance; continue through the park to the Brown-Forman 

Silo parking lot. GPS: 38.115846, -85.533371  

Andrew Melnykovych 

502-608-4655 

 

PAST FIELD TRIPS 

 

Turkey Run Park, August 23 -Six members and four guests met on a beautiful August 

morning at Turkey Run Park. We started at the Boulder Pond loop trail.  We didn't have 

a large number of species, but the birds were very active--lots of young birds calling and 

flying in and out of the trees.  After completing that walk, nine of us headed to the 

entrance area. The birds were less numerous and less vocal than earlier, but we were 

rewarded with a nice look at a Green Heron hunting along the creek's edge. A lifer for 

one of our participants! The humidity was low and the temperature was not stifling -- a 

great day to be out! 

Pope Lick Park,– August 24 It was a slow start for 

our five members and 2 guests on a beautiful  

morning. We were becoming discouraged by the slow 

number of species as we walked the trail even though 

birdcast had predicted a medium flight Saturday night. 

But we went on until  we finally hit a nice pocket of 

birds that included our first migrant of the day, a 

Redstart. Other highlights of our 33 species included 

Parula, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, five Red-headed 

Woodpeckers, three species of vireos and several 

flycatchers. Thanks to Lynn Morgan for her picture of 

a Red-headed Woodpecker. 

 

 



DONATIONS TO THE BECKHAM BIRD CLUB 

Available soon: items to raise funds for Birdathon 

Books, prints, posters available at October meeting - optics at December meeting 

The Beckham Bird Club recently received a very generous donation of birding books, 
posters, artwork and optics. The Board has decided to offer the books, posters, and 
artwork for sale at the October meeting, with all proceeds going to Birdathon 2026. The 
books will be $5 each, the posters $2 each, and the prints $3 each or $8 for the set of 
three. Cash or check only, please. 
 
The optical equipment will be sold by live(!) auction at the December meeting, with 
those proceeds also going to Birdathon 2026. This is a great chance to add to your 
birding library and help some worthy conservation organizations at the same time! 
 

A list of the items is below:  

Books: 

The Complete Birds of the World (large coffee table book), illustrations by Norman Arlott & Ber 
van Perlo  

False Knees, An Illustrated Guide to Animal Behavior by Joshua Borkman 

Why Don’t Woodpeckers Get Headaches? And Other Bird Questions You Know You Want To Ask 
by Mike O’Connor 

Field Notes from an Unintentional Birder by Julia Zarankin 

Birdpedia, A Brief Compendium of Avian Lore by Christopher W. Leahy 

Woods and Waters (photo book with proceeds going to Woods and Waters Land Trust) by Ed 
Lawrence and signed by him 

National Geo Birds of the Photo Ark with photos by Joel Sartore and text by Noah Strycker 

Photography Birds Field Techniques and the Art of the Image by Gerritt Vyn in partnership with 
Cornell Labs 

The Warbler Guide by Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle 

Le guide Ornitho 

Sibley Birds East 

Peterson Field Guide (eastern and central North America) 

Sibley’s Birding Basics 

Peterson First Guides (pocket-sized) 



Understanding Bird Behavior, An Illustrated Guide to What Birds Do and Why by Wenfei Tong 

Identify Any Bird Anywhere in 8 easy lessons, Advanced Skills for Beginning Birders by Kristi 
Dranginis 

Birds from Bricks, Amazing Lego Designs that take flight with 15 step by step projects 

Japanese bird adult coloring book 

Birds of Beargrass Creek (Male High School Creek Class) 

Annotated Checklist, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 

Posters: 

Cornell Birds of Eastern/Central North America wall poster 

Cornell Birds Support Birds with Bird-Friendly Garden Plants wall poster 

Cornell Gems of the Western Hemisphere (hummingbirds) wall poster 

Cornell The Wonderful World of Owls wall poster 

Artwork: 

Three unframed prints (9X12) - Northern Cardinals, Belted Kingfishers, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds 

Optics: 

Bushnell 8X25 Binoculars 

Nikon 8X42 Binoculars 

Vortex 8X25 Monocular 

Rode External Microphone for Phones 

 

BBC Conservation Report Websites August 2025 

2025-Vol.-51-no.-2.pdf 

From Egg to Fledge: Understanding Whooping Crane Chick Survival - International 
Crane Foundation 

Whooping Crane - International Crane Foundation 

The Secret to Song Sparrows' Extraordinary Success Lies in Their Genome | All About 
Birds 

As Birds Decline, High-Precision eBird Models Offer a Vision of Hope | All About Birds 

 

https://savingcranes.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-Vol.-51-no.-2.pdf
https://savingcranes.org/news/resources/from-egg-to-fledge-understanding-whooping-crane-chick-survival/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_2025_contact_call
https://savingcranes.org/news/resources/from-egg-to-fledge-understanding-whooping-crane-chick-survival/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_2025_contact_call
https://savingcranes.org/species/whooping-crane/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_2025_contact_call
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/secret-song-sparrows-success-genome/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/secret-song-sparrows-success-genome/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/birds-decline-strongholds-ebird-models-offer-hope/

