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Louisville Nature Center: Revitalizing Our Landscape

Rebecca’s talk will encompass both the revitalization work they're doing in the forest and
meadows, as well as the work they've been doing to revitalize their nature center via

programming--and how the BBC grants help in those areas.
We will take a look at our plans for a brighter and more
sustainable future.

Rebecca Minnick moved home to Louisville in 2013
after spending almost 20 years on the southern coast of
Maine, where she first fell in love with environmental
education. Rebecca served as Program Manager at
Jefferson Memorial Forest before joining Louisville
Nature Center as Executive Director in 2018. In 2022,
she earned the Outstanding New Leader Award from
the Association of Nature Center Administrators. She
has over 25 years of experience as an educator, both at
nature centers and in schools. She holds an M.S. in
Environmental Studies with focus on Environmental Education from Antioch University
and a B.A. in Geology from Hanover College. Rebecca spends her free time singing
and playing bluegrass guitar in her band The Song Sparrows, and hiking with her old
hound dog Hazel!

Our meeting is on Tuesday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 2822 Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -85.689458. St.
Mark’s is at the corner of Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave. Please enter by way
of the back door near the parking lot.




ITEMS ON SALE TO SUPPORT THE 2026 BIRDATHON

Books, prints, posters, etc. will be for sale at the October meeting - optics at December
meeting. For a list of the items for sale check last month’s newsletter or the website at
beckhambirdclub.org. Please bring cash or a check.

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

The field trip schedule for October through December is included in
this newsletter for those receiving it by mail. For those receiving the
newsletter by email there will be a link and it is also available on the
BBC web site. October will probably be your last chance to see our
departing neotropical birds but it is also the month to see our
returning winter residents. So don’t miss out! Come join us on our field trips. Please
read the guidelines for field trips. They are important.

PAST FIELD TRIPS

Beckley Creek Park, August 31 Sixteen intrepid
people, comprised of 14 BBC members and two guests,
participated in a beautiful, cool morning of birding. The
trip started out with an exciting and somewhat early
sighting of a Sora at the very beginning of the trip.
Around 53 killdeer were seen concentrated in mostly
one soccer field. While the number of warbler species
was disappointingly low, the group managed to get a
very good look at a Nashville Warbler. A very enjoyable trip with a fun group!!

Fox Hollow Farm , September 7 - Ten inquisitive birders, composed of 9 BBC
members and one guest, hiked portions of Fox
Hollow Farm on a cool but pleasant morning.
Birding activity was intense in one area where a
mixed flock of warblers was observed. However,
their continuous movement in and out of thick
vegetation made identification challenging. We
did manage to identify four warbler species and
documented a respectable 45 species. The
highlight species was a Yellow-bellied flycatcher.




Fall of the Ohio and Caperton Swamp —
September 13 Eight birders joined on a
pleasant morning to scan for shorebirds and
waders at Falls of the Ohio. All of the typical
birds were around, but the special treats for
us were a Buff-breasted Sandpiper (a lifer for
several) and an immature Sanderling. We
then headed over to Caperton Swamp to look
for migrants and found a few pockets of them
as we wandered around with the highlight

being a female Canada Warbler.
Mammoth Cave NP — September
14 Ten members and one guest met
at Mammoth Cave National Park for
a day of birding. We started at Little
Hope Cemetery and then worked
our way around the park. Some of
our highlights included a Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher, two Barred Owls
and seven species of warblers,
including a Northern Waterthrush. A
couple of Hooded Warblers and a
Kentucky Warbler gave the group
nice looks as they foraged low in the
bushes. It was a beautiful day to be
out and about in the park.

Bernheim Forest — September 21 The leaders and two guests gathered on a calm,
partly cloudy morning with perfect temperatures. This trip was intended to be a
memorial trip for the late Bill Friel who loved Bernheim so much, and so as we heard
stories of his background, including his work as a botanist, distiller and boy scout leader,
it was clear he had far-reaching influence on the people that crossed his path. In fact,
the 2 guests were his daughter and his dentist, for whom he had lit the birding spark.
After a flurry of activity pre-trip, birds quieted down, but by following calls and movement
we eventually tracked down Scarlet and Summer Tanagers, Swainson's Thrush, and
Pine and a small group of 3 Bay-breasted Warblers. A single Red-headed Woodpecker
made 2 flybys. It was interesting to note that White-eyed Vireos and an unseen Yellow-
throated Vireo were still singing at this late date. The lake was quiet, and for the first
time in memory, no geese were detected, but a Green Heron played hide and seek,
eventually giving all a good look. Feeling like we were about to stumble on a good group



of birds after encountering a Black-throated Green Warbler only seen by one of the
leaders, a deluge began in earnest and the last bird seen from the parking lot was a
single kestrel. Despite the short cut-off, the 4 members tallied 40 species in 2 hours.

Turkey Run Park-September 25 - One member and two guests, mother and son, met
on a delightful partly cloudy to cloudy morning at Brown-Forman Silo area. Since
recently discovering Merlin, young birder Merritt had
been taken an interest in birds and both wanted to try
birding in a group. Right off the bat, we heard Carolina
Chickadees and Tufted Titmouse making a racket. Sure
enough in an area of thick brush and trees alongside the
road, warblers were present including a Pine and Palm.
We were able to get good looks at four Black Vultures
on the ground, two Swainson’s Thrushes, a female
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and Pileated Woodpeckers.
An estimated 200 Common Grackles flew over in three
different flocks. Twenty-seven species were seen in one hour. We had an enjoyable
time going over all of the different birding apps that are useful in helping to identify
birds.

BBC Conservation Report Websites September 2025

Néné (Hawaiian Goose) - American Bird Conservancy

Fantastic Journeys: Shorebirds Are Next-Level Athletes | Living Bird | All About Birds

The birds on this tiny, remote island are so full of plastic their bellies crunch | CNN

The World’s Oldest Known Osprey Is an Online Sensation—and a Living Indicator of
Watershed Health | Audubon



https://abcbirds.org/bird/nene/?utm_campaign=botw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=botw&contactdata=Yt132zn1Mrq6wEizEjPXZkJObvqhehEM1s93O1g52SfeR3yL1tz1HSV6MzUfIgY1MvtncZM44rcTigc5zuC3QrzlQouKA2psZjB+qy6OhZ3+qPC0448hExdhyoGw1XQMIMFsC7rnV2CgtqGOXQUfQkjtDPMINJWtxE78DiiJdrb86RuzbShzuX39UoOUTsyTcAsI401X30wbZpCHxXBAH4yk4ZONWIfJNiwQcWTnkFg%3d&ms=em_nl_botw_082925&omcampaign=em_nl_botw_082925&omhide=true&emci=d1acb1e2-3879-f011-b481-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=043a5057-e584-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=218197
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/fantastic-journeys-shorebirds-are-next-level-athletes/?utm_campaign=Lab%20eNews%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8DEldiRSMhm_5SXFrVp8_8m6CzmZKB8W6WZmoPi--ObobZGRlBNJwPbR0XBvvfncv0rsthwi5N5mlVSMj-hJvLZOaxvA&_hsmi=377217701&utm_content=377217701&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/23/climate/seabirds-plastic-contamination-crunchy-australia
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/worlds-oldest-known-osprey-online-sensation-and-living-indicator-watershed-health?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250725_joy-of-birds_null&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250725_joy-of-birds&utm_content=null&emci=43a0514e-4266-f011-8dc9-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=07a81109-8269-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=1314690
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/worlds-oldest-known-osprey-online-sensation-and-living-indicator-watershed-health?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250725_joy-of-birds_null&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250725_joy-of-birds&utm_content=null&emci=43a0514e-4266-f011-8dc9-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=07a81109-8269-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=1314690
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BIG DAY ™
11 Oct 2025

ebird.org/octoberbigday

White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus  © Iker Femandez Martinez / Macaulay Library

October is right around the corner, and that means it’s time to mark your calendars

for October Big Day—11 Oct 2025! Like Global Big Day, October Big Day is an
opportunity to unite around our shared love of birds. Last October, nearly three quarters
of a million people joined in this worldwide celebration.

Wherever you are on 11 October, take a few minutes to enjoy birds and share what you
find on eBird. Participate from anywhere—even from home! By taking part in October
Big Day you're also celebrating Global Bird Weekend and World Migratory Bird Day. Be
a part of the global team and help set a new record for October birding.

HELP NEEDED

BBC member Phil Tamplin needs volunteers to assist with
cleaning out the bluebird boxes he maintains. This project will
take place in January in the eastern Jefferson County and

Oldham County areas. Please contact Anna Perry at 502-314-
5911 to volunteer and/or for more information.



https://ebird.org/octoberbigday
https://ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2024-results
https://globalbirding.org/home
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/

