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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

It’s a bit awkward to ask members to renew their membership in an organization that has had to suspend 

all activities. 

But here we are – more than six months into the COVID19 pandemic, with no clear end in sight and no 

firm date for resuming meetings and field trips. The Beckham Bird Club leadership is frustrated, and we 

are sure that our members are frustrated as well. 

Nevertheless, as we do every year at this time, we are asking our members to renew for the next year. 

Now, more than ever, we need your continued support. 

The pandemic has hampered our ability to engage with the community and to attract new members, both 

through our own activities and through organizations that invite the BBC to make presentation. That 

makes it especially important that we not lose existing members. 

In addition to asking you to renew, the BBC board has an additional request. As you may have read or 

heard, the pandemic has brought a surge of interest in birding, as people put feeders in their yards or 

spend more time outdoors. 

This a huge opportunity for the BBC to attract new members. If you encounter new birders, whether 

when you are out birding or in other contexts, please encourage them to join the BBC. Remind them that 

joining before the end of this year makes you a member through 2021 – 15 months for the price of 12!! 

Once we are able to safely resume activities, we will be offering programming specifically for novice or 

beginning birders.  

In the meanwhile, the other work of the club will continue. You will continue to receive this newsletter, 

with updates on important conservation issues, bird sightings and other content. 

The BBC board will continue to meet. In October, our main task will be the allocation of Birdathon 

funds. Please feel free to make a last-minute contribution.  

You can do so online when you renew your membership. Just go to 

http://www.beckhambirdclub.org/membership.html 

We are as anxious as you are to resume meetings and field trips. Until we do, enjoy the beauty of birds 

on your own, whether in the field or in your backyard. Work on your birding knowledge and skills by 

reviewing your field guides or by using a birding app or online database. 

http://www.beckhambirdclub.org/membership.html


The BBC Board thanks you for your patience. We recognize that meetings and field trips are the main 

reason many of you are BBC members. We share your frustration at not having those activities available 

for our enjoyment and education. We trust that you will continue to support the Beckham Bird Club and 

participate even more enthusiastically once that becomes possible. 

 

Thank you. 

THE BBC BOARD 

MIGRATION 

As migration of our neotropical migrants come to a close Scott Marsh wrote a poem 
about a very neat bird - the Nighthawk.  We may have the same wish. 

NIGHTHAWKS by Scott Marsh  

Nothing more beautiful than an evening sky                              

With nighthawks flitting and dancing by 

When I dream I can fly 

I dream I’m a nighthawk in an evening sky 

Joyce Bender wrote to birdKY about how she will miss the songs and beauty of our 
migrants and hope we will see them again in better times. 

“After birding much of the day, I just had to go back out as the sun went down. While enjoying 
a rose, gold and copper sunset, I saw a prairie warbler foraging in the shrubs near my bench.  
Watching the plump little bird devour a caterpillar, I was struck with such longing to hear it sing 
one more time.  I also thought about the long journey it was getting ready to take.  So many 
wing beats lie ahead!  So many months before I hear another one proclaim its territory here. 
 
I heard an odd note repeated several times over at the tree line and looked into the darkening 
woods edge.  A beautiful wood thrush was perched on a dead limb, ruffling its wings and 
looking about.  I had thought these were gone from here already, so what a wonderful gift to 
have one last look to tide me over until next April.  I wasn’t even greedy enough to ask for one 
last flute song.  Seeing its russet wings and the black spots across its little pot belly was good 
enough. 
 
The birds that have brought such joy and beauty during these uncertain months have been a 
constant, a respite for me (and maybe you) in the troubled and unpredictable world we humans 
currently inhabit.  Now, according to the Earth’s clockwork they make the next move in their 
lives, keeping their rhythm even as ours lurches and falters.  May we find our way back to a 
more certain pace, a steadier rhythm so that we are able to greet these wonderful migrants 
when they return to us once more. “ 
 



 
OCTOBER BIG DAY – OCTOBER 17 

Mark your calendars for October Big Day—17 October 2020! Big Days are a 24-hour 

opportunity to celebrate the birds both near you and around the world. 

In addition, this year’s October Big Day 2020 is happening during the first Global Bird 

Weekend. The goal of Global Bird Weekend is to make October 17-18 the biggest ever birding 

weekend and support BirdLife International’s appeal to end illegal bird trade. One of Global 

Bird Weekend’s aims is to have more than 25,000 people submit eBird checklists on 17 

October—will you be one of them? 

We recognize that COVID-19 continues to impact our communities. Even if your local 

conditions have improved, we always encourage everyone to put safety first, follow local health 

guidelines, and bird mindfully. You can bird from home and still participate in October Big Day! 

How to participate 

 Get an eBird account: eBird is a worldwide bird checklist program used by millions of 

birders. It’s what allows us to compile everyone’s sightings into a single massive October 

Big Day list—while at the same time collecting the data for scientists to use to better 

understand birds. . It’s 100% free. 

 Watch birds on 17 October. It’s that simple! October Big Day runs from midnight to 

midnight in your local time zone. You don’t need to be a bird expert, or go out all day 

long. You can report birds from anywhere in the world—even 10 minutes in your 

backyard will help. 

 Enter what you see and hear on eBird: You can enter your sightings via our 

website or—even easier—download the free eBird Mobile app. The app allows you to 

keep and submit lists while you’re still out birding, explore nearby Hotspots, and will 

even track of how far you’ve walked so you can focus on watching birds. Please submit 

your eBird checklists before 21 October to be included in our initial results 

announcement. 

 Watch the sightings roll in: During the day, keep an eye on how the lists are growing 

in different parts of the world. Follow along with reports from more than 150 countries. 

Stats will be updated in real-time on our October Big Day page 

Finding birds and keeping checklists is easy with the free eBird Mobile app. Download 

for iOS or Android. 

 

 

https://ebird.org/octoberbigday
https://globalbirding.org/
https://globalbirding.org/
https://ebird.org/news/please-bird-mindfully
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/create?service=https%3A%2F%2Febird.org%2Flogin%2Fcas%3Fportal%3Debird&locale=en_US&__hstc=60209138.e197374f89f45acaf4e32ac9c4020843.1577141129472.1599424484774.1599498209054.812&__hssc=60209138.1.1599498209054&__hsfp=2418166864
https://support.ebird.org/en/support/solutions/articles/48000957911
https://support.ebird.org/en/support/solutions/articles/48000957911
https://support.ebird.org/en/support/solutions/articles/48000957940
https://ebird.org/octoberbigday
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ebird-by-cornell-lab-of-ornithology/id988799279?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.cornell.birds.ebird


WINTER FINCH FORECAST  

The winter finch forecast is available at 

https://finchnetwork.org/winter-finch-forecast-2020. Here in Kentucky 
we are already seeing Red-breasted Nuthatches coming from the north.  
Several sightings have been reported at different locations around 
Louisville – Anchorage Trail, Cave Hill Cemetery, Beckley Creek and at 
members’ homes.  They like peanuts, suet and sunflower seeds. 

 

 

 BBC Conservation Report October 2020 

Have you ever wondered why migrating Canada Geese sometimes fly in the 

“wrong” direction? In late summer the adults temporarily become flightless as 

they molt their wing feathers. Once the young have learned to fly, and the parents 

have regained their flight, the whole family will take off to find more productive 

feeding areas—and this movement could be in any direction. In addition, there are 

increasingly large numbers of resident Canada Geese across North America. These 

birds do not migrate at all and so they may be seen at any time of year flying in 

any direction.  

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-

winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-

flying-in-the-wrong-

direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-

Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-

2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/canada-goose-resident-vs-migratory/ 

 

Kaenon Constantin, a Louisiana resident, was sentenced July 30, 2020 for 

shooting two Whooping Cranes in Acadia Parish in 2016. Upon discovering 

bands and transmitters on one carcass, Constantin and his accomplice cut off the 

bird’s legs to retrieve the “evidence” and discard it, in violation of the Lacey Act. 

Constantin received five years’ unsupervised probation, must complete 360 hours 

of community service with LDWF, his hunting privileges revoked until he completes 

his community service, and he was fined $10,000 and ordered to pay $75,000 in 

restitution to LDWF. 

https://finchnetwork.org/winter-finch-forecast-2020
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-flying-in-the-wrong-direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-flying-in-the-wrong-direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-flying-in-the-wrong-direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-flying-in-the-wrong-direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-flying-in-the-wrong-direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/i-thought-geese-migrated-south-in-the-winter-and-north-in-the-summer-why-did-i-just-see-a-flock-of-canada-geese-flying-in-the-wrong-direction/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20eNews&utm_campaign=6f4946c928-Cornell-Lab-eNews-September-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-6f4946c928-316437313
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/canada-goose-resident-vs-migratory/


https://www.savingcranes.org/constantin-sentenced-whooping-crane-crime-

louisiana/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=August

%20Contact%20Call 

 

Plastics in the Time of Coronavirus:  in recent months, the amount of plastic 

waste in the environment is surging. With Covid 19 wreaking havoc on the 

economy, oil prices have dropped, which in turn has made the cost to produce new 

plastics inexpensive, deeming recycling cost-inefficient. Coupled with a huge 

increase in the medical plastics field, single-use plastics are once again 

booming. Worldwide, organizations are finding discarded gloves and masks 

throughout the environment. 

https://seaturtles.org/plastics-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/ 

 

And lastly, if you haven’t seen the reports of migrating bird deaths in the 

southwest: 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/hundreds-thousands-dead-migratory-birds-

southwest-linked-wildfires-climate-crisis/5724161 

 

Can a Book Capture the Magic of Birding? 
 

Check out this article from The New York Times. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/18/books/can-a-book-capture-the-magic-of-
birding.html?referringSource=articleShare 

 

FALL BIRDING 

Even though our neotropical birds are 

leaving us, now is the time to look for 

returning sparrows, hermit thrush, 

yellow-bellied SAPSUCKER, and kinglets.  

put on your mask and GO birdING, because 

it is an exciting time to be out and about. 

 

 

 

https://www.savingcranes.org/constantin-sentenced-whooping-crane-crime-louisiana/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=August%20Contact%20Call
https://www.savingcranes.org/constantin-sentenced-whooping-crane-crime-louisiana/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=August%20Contact%20Call
https://www.savingcranes.org/constantin-sentenced-whooping-crane-crime-louisiana/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=August%20Contact%20Call
https://us.e-activist.com/page/email/click/10018/571300?email=EOb3pgS%2BG%2FtMrp4uZnCFhcQaztlvuLM%2B&campid=CbSmPEJuN70=
https://us.e-activist.com/page/email/click/10018/571300?email=EOb3pgS%2BG%2FtMrp4uZnCFhcQaztlvuLM%2B&campid=CbSmPEJuN70=
https://seaturtles.org/plastics-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/hundreds-thousands-dead-migratory-birds-southwest-linked-wildfires-climate-crisis/5724161
https://www.globalresearch.ca/hundreds-thousands-dead-migratory-birds-southwest-linked-wildfires-climate-crisis/5724161
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/18/books/can-a-book-capture-the-magic-of-birding.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/18/books/can-a-book-capture-the-magic-of-birding.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/18/books/can-a-book-capture-the-magic-of-birding.html?referringSource=articleShare

