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KOS ABA CAMP RECIPIENT WILL GIVE PROGRAM 

Tommy Quarles, KOS recipient of the Virginia and Wendall Kingsolver Fund, attended 

the ABA camp in Colorado in August. Here in his own words is Tommy’s bio: “My name 

is Tommy Quarles and I am 13 and go to Bondurant Middle School in Frankfort, Kentucky. I 

was 4 when I got into birding. I checked out a bird book from a local library and studied it. I then 

was able to identify a Red-Winged Blackbird and that sparked my interest in birding. Now I am 

very interested in the photography aspect and would like to be a nature photographer when I 

grow up. Outside of birding I play basketball and play varsity golf for the Western Hills High 

School Wolverines. I also enjoy taking pictures of my dog who has double the followers I do on 

Instagram. I am a huge UK fan and may go there for college in the near future.” 

 
Tommy will tell us about his week long experience in the Rocky Mountains, 
Endovalley, Pawnee Grasslands and other places. He will share his photos of the many 
birds he saw. In all Tommy garnered 59 life species. Since Tommy is a student and the 
next day is a school day Tommy will give his program first before the business 
meeting. Please join us on Tuesday, October 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the Clifton Center on 
Payne Street. 

 

REMINDER  

The November meeting of Beckham Bird club will be on the third     
Tuesday, November 15. Please make of note of this on your 
calendar. 

 



Upcoming Field Trips 

The field trip schedule is included in this newsletter. It is for the months of 
October through December. As a reminder as we approach the winter months be 
sure to check birdKY for any cancellations due to rain, snow, etc. It may be 
dry where you live but pouring down rain at the field trip location. It is wise to check 
birdKY for all trips. 

 

TV NATURE SHOWS OF INTEREST 

 On KET, Friday nights at 6:00 p.m. an interesting 
half hour nature program, Expeditions by Peter 

McMillan, investigates many aspects of nature.  
 Nature returns Wednesday, October 12 showcasing dazzling 

hummingbirds at 8:00 p.m. on PBS (KET). Actress Patricia Clarkson 
narrates the season opener, which presents new scientific discoveries 

about the dazzling hummers.  

 

PAST FIELD TRIPS 

 

Melco, August 20 
Due to water levels at Melco, the field trip was moved to the Falls of the Ohio.  However, little 
was seen in the way of migrating sandpipers.  The usual birds were present – Osprey, Bald 
Eagle, Great Egrets, Great Blue Herons and Black-crowned Night Herons.  Black Vultures made 
good showing with app. 150 present.  The group tallied 18 species. 
 

Beckley Creek, August 21 
A small group of observers found 39 species on what started as a cool and foggy morning. Later 
in the morning raptors got up and the group saw 4 Red-Shouldered Hawks, a Red-tailed, and a 
Broad-winged.  Five Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen along the creek and the fields were 
full of Goldfinches, Indigo Buntings and Red-winged Blackbirds.  All observers got excellent 
looks at both male and female Blue Grosbeaks.  Warblers were few and far between with just 
Yellow and Common Yellowthroats seen.  Flycatchers included Eastern Phoebe, Eastern 
Kingbird, Eastern Wood Pewee, and Great Crested. 
 
Pope Lick, August 27 
Ten members enjoyed a sunny and very warm late summer morning at pope Lick Park. Some 
summer residents - Prairie Warbler and Common Yellowthroat – were still showing nicely. 
Highlights were brief looks at two Blue-winged Warblers, a Yellow-billed Cuckoo that stayed out 
in the open long enough for everyone to get a great look, and a beautiful Broad-winged Hawk 
that caught a thermal and circled up to the point of near-invisibility. 

http://www.birdingwire.com/releases/383558/
http://www.birdingwire.com/releases/383558/


 
 
Melco, September 3 
There was a smattering of sandpipers at Melco - about 50 Killdeer, 3 Semipalmated Plovers, 2 
Greater Yellowlegs, 1 Solitary Sandpiper, 1 Semipalmated Sandpiper, 1 juvenile Baird's 
Sandpiper, 3 Pectoral Sandpipers, maybe 10 Least Sandpipers.  The group decided to move on 
to the Falls of the Ohio to see if there was anything interesting there - 10-15 Killdeer, 2 
Semipalmated Plovers, 1 Spotted Sandpiper, 1 Semipalmated Sandpiper, 6-8 or so Least 
Sandpipers, 1 juvenile Sanderling.  Most of the birds were down to the right of Wave Rock on 
the cobbley bar where the local birds hang out when the Peregrine has been around. A Snowy 
Egret continues. 
 
Anchorage Trail, September 5  
Nine members and two guests tallied 41 species on a pleasant morning. Best birds were Great 
Egret - unusual at this location, and seven species of warblers, many of which afforded nice 
looks. The Ovenbird, however, chose to remain out of sight much of the time, revealing its 
location behind a log in the creek through vigorous splashing. 
 
Turkey Run, September 10 
Seventeen members enjoyed a continental breakfast before starting out to find the birds. 
Despite rain threats throughout the past week it was a beautiful late summer day with a few 
migrants along the path. Definite highlights include Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, Swainson's 
Thrushes, a Great Crested Flycatcher, and seven species of warblers with terrific looks at 
Hooded and Blackburnian. A total of forty-two species were seen. 
 
Mammoth Cave, September 11 

What a great day to be birding! The weather was perfect. A 
cold front had passed through the area and the seven 
observers found birds where ever they stopped. A couple of 
Broad-winged Hawks circled overhead; a beautiful Barred 
Owl looked down on the group from his lofty perch; an 
Olive-sided Flycatcher along with other flycatchers was 
hawking insects. Many Yellow-throated and White-eyed 
Vireos were in the park. Both Swainson's and Gray-Cheeked 
Thrushes were finding their way south. Eighteen species of 
warblers were seen as we traveled from one great spot to 
another. Summer and Scarlet Tanagers were other highlights 
of the 62 species located. Thanks to James Wheat for the 

photo of the Olive –sided Flycatcher. 
 
The Strand, September 13 
Another beautiful day to be out in the field. Migrants were rather scarce along The Strand, but 
the group looked high and low and discovered several species. Red-headed Woodpeckers had 
to be the bird of the day, as they were flying back and forth all along the path. Five species of 



warblers were seen. Other highlights include a calling Eastern Screech Owl, a Swainson's 
Thrush, and a beautiful Red-tailed Hawk. The final number of species was thirty-eight. 
 
Hayswood Nature Center, September 15 
Seventeen members and 4 guests enjoyed a nice morning searching for migrating birds along 
Indian Creek in Corydon, IN.  The rather large group tallied 52 species, including 10 species of 
warblers, and nice showing from the flycatchers and vireos, including a Philadelphia. 
 
Cherokee Park, September 18 
Seven members enjoyed the morning with fewer than expected species. The highlight of the 
morning was the beautiful weather and numerous American Redstarts. The weather was 
between 70 and 75 degrees.  Other birds of interest were Philadelphia Vireo and both Tanagers.  
The group tallied 32 species. 

 

  

 

At the Give Local Louisville on September 15, $185 

was donated to Beckham Bird Club.  Thanks to those 

who supported BBC. 

 

 

2016 BBC BIRDATHON 

This month the donations from the 2016 birdathon will be dispersed to the 

different organizations that requested funds and were approved by the BBC 

Board. You can still donate by sending in a check to the BBC post office box 

ASAP. How about giving to honor to someone or in their memory.  Thanks to 

Mary Bill Bauer who made a donation in honor of Nancy Vance.  You can do 

the same. 

 

 


