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HOMING PIGEONS 

 
Our program for November will be given by David Stephenson, a freelance photojournalist, and a Lecturer 

at the University of Kentucky’s School of Journalism and Media, the School of Integrated Strategic 

Communications and the photojournalism adviser for the 

University of Kentucky’s student newspaper, the Kentucky Kernel. 

David's earliest recollections of photography were of birds in his 

back yard. After taking an ornithology class in high school, David 

considered going to Cornell to continue studying birds but 

instead followed his passion for photography at WKU. But the 

love of birds never waned. Ten years ago, David got pigeons 

again after having to give them up when he went to college. It 

was then that the photography and the birds truly came back 

together. David’s program will be on homing pigeons, the care, 

racing and protecting them from Cooper’s Hawks. The program will be accompanied by pictures that are 

described as visually outstanding. 

 

Our November meeting will be on Tuesday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the Clifton Center on Payne 

Street. See you there. 

 
 

IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018 

In a few days you will receive a postcard to renew your membership. Please fill in the postcard 
completely and return it with your check (if it applies) to our post office box address or turn it 
in at the meeting.  Please help us out by returning the postcard and your check as soon as 
possible.  All members including life members must return the renewal notice. Please print 
legibly or even better type your email address so that we will have a correct address. 
Remember when you move or change your email address let us know at 
beckhambirdclub@gmail.com. Please consider renewing at the contributing level. Remember 
we need both the check and the postcard.  The check goes to the treasurer and the postcard 
goes to the membership chair. Thanks so much.  
 

 

mailto:beckhambirdclub@gmail.com


UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
Saturday, November 11 
8:30 am – noon 
easy 

FALLS OF THE OHIO & OHIO RIVER – Meet at FOTO Visitor Center 
Parking Lot.  Bring a scope if you have one.  GPS: 38.2770815, -85.7636205 

Michael Callan 
502-592-7008 

Sunday, November 12 
8:30 am – noon 
easy 

CHEROKEE PARK – Meet at the foot of Maple Road. GPS: 38.239456, -
85.694239 

Jamie Baker 
502-403-9845 

Sunday, November 19 
8:30 am - ?? 
easy 

MUSCATATUCK NWR -  Meet at the Muscatatuck visitor center at 8:30 a.m.  
Bring lunch. Directions: I-65 north from Louisville to Exit 50 (Seymour). Take 
US Highway 50 east about 3 miles to refuge entrance. About 1 hour north of 
Louisville. GPS: 38.959304, -85.798258 

Pat & Jane Bell 
502-326-9610 

Saturday, November 25 
8:30 a.m. – noon 
easy 

BECKLEY CREEK PARK – GRAND ALLEE SECTION - For winter visitors 
and residents. Meet at the “Port-a-Potty” parking lot at the south end of the 
Humana Grand Allee just before the large bridge over the creek. GPS: 
38.209077, -85.474110 

Andrew Melnykovych 
502-608-4655 

Sunday, November 26 
2:00 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
moderate 

SPINDLETOP (MAIN CHANCE FARM) – Meet at the McDonald's on 
Newton Pike & I-64 in the overflow parking area on the far side of the 
building. GPS: 38.1016082,-84.4844331) 

Michael Callan 
502-592-7008 

Saturday, December 2 
8:30 a.m. – noon 
easy 

HAYS KENNEDY PARK/GARVIN BROWN PRESERVE – Meet in the 
parking lot of Hays Kennedy Park off Upper River Road. GPS: 38.352711, -
85.630354 

Karen Bonsell 
502-794-3526 

Saturday, December 9 
8:30 am – noon 
easy 
 

POPE LICK PARK – For residents and winter visitors. From Gene Snyder 
get off at Taylorsville Rd toward Fisherville, go about a mile, & take a right on 
South Pope Lick Rd. Follow signs to Pope Lick Park, part of the Parklands. 
Meet in the parking lot. (formerly called Floyds Fork Park)  GPS: 38.184655, 
-85.488095 

Andrew Melnykovych 
502-608-4655 

Sunday, December 10 
2:30 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
easy 

FREEMAN LAKE – Meet at trail head parking lot off of Ring Road. Bring 
scopes.  Directions: From Louisville go south on I-65 to Exit 94 then turn right 
on St. 62 (also Mulberry St) about 1 mile (get in right lane) to light at Ring Rd 
(St 3005) turn right and go 5 miles. Small parking lot on LEFT at the lake.  
GPS: 37.732011, -85.870473 

Michael Callan 
502-592-7008 

 

 

PAST FIELD TRIPS 
Big Oaks NWR, September 23 - Park Ranger Rob Chapman and Volunteer Naturalist Gary Stegher led the 
Beckham field trip around Big Oaks NWR (formerly Jefferson Proving Grounds) for several hours on a 
warm fall day. While the group did not see any rare or unusual species due to the time of the year, 
Beckham was invited to come back in the spring to look for nesting Henslow’s Sparrows and other 
resident birds.  Thirty species were tallied for the day including Broad-winged Hawk, several Tennessee 
Warblers, and Yellow-throated Vireo. 
 
Turkey Run, September 30 - Highlights were extended looks at a Broad-winged Hawk overhead and a 
male Scarlet Tanager. Other fall migrants were seen including Palm and Magnolia Warblers and early 
winter Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Thirty-five species were tallied by the group of 13 birders. 
 
Broad Run, October 7 - Seven Beckham Bird Club members walked the loop from the main parking lot 
along the creek. Highlights included a pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and a Bay-breasted Warbler in a 
weedy patch near the creek and two Soras heard calling in the cattail wetland. There were not many 
warblers around, and no sign yet of late migrants or winter visitors. 
 



Sloughs WMA, October 15 - The weather was about as nasty as expected, but nine brave people (or 
folks of questionable sanity) showed up for the field trip. They did get in nearly an hour of wading 
through the vegetation under moderately good conditions before the front arrived with gusty winds and 
*cold* rain. Highlights included 2 different Virginia Rails, 8 Soras, a few of both Cistothorus wrens 
(Sedge and Marsh) although no good looks at the latter. They also kicked up three Bobolinks and had 
single flyover Greater White-fronted Goose and Peregrine Falcon. The group finally gave up and went 
down to the former Camp #11 mine in Union County where the winds continued unabated, but at least 
the sun came out. Highlights there were six species of common dabbling ducks including lots of both 
teal, a few American Wigeon and Northern Shovelers, about 50 Gadwall, and 15-20 Northern Pintails. 
There were also a few shorebirds including 11 Long-billed Dowitchers, 2 Dunlin, and 2 Lesser Yellowlegs. 
A Peregrine Falcon was also seen there. The combined list for the day contained 80 species. 
 
Beckley Creek Park -Grand Allee, October14 - Enormous number of Red-winged Blackbirds flew over the 
grasslands as the fifteen members on this Beckham Bird Club field trip started their quest to find 
lingering migrants in the Parklands. Although the group racked up 41 species birds were rather scarce. 
Only two species of warblers were found - Palm and Common Yellowthroat. Other highlights included a 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and a Phoebe and both White-crowned and 
White-throated Sparrows. It was a great day to be out and about as the weather was just great. 
 
Morgan Conservation Park, October 1  - Upon arrival in the parking lot we found several representatives 
from Raptor Rehab in the process of releasing an American Kestrel (which we counted of course!).  
Other highlights from Morgan included 8 species of warblers found in a single large mixed flock.  Several 
warblers were very co-operative posing for pictures, while many others - including a possible 
Connecticut - were not as accommodating.  We also had a White-Eyed Vireo sit out in the open for at 
least 10 minutes (talk about a rare behavior!).  We also got looks at Summer and Scarlet Tanager 
Females and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo.  In total we had 34 species and a lot of fun.  Thanks to everyone 
who came out! 
 
Spindletop Research Farm, October 22  - Four Members and two birders from Lexington had a wonderful 

morning of birding at Spindletop Research Farm.  Highlights included 6 species of sparrows with great 

looks at a Clay-Colored Sparrow!  Not to be undersold was a handsome Lincoln's Sparrow, but 

unfortunately it was not seen by everyone.  Other highlights included an American Pipit flyover, a 

secretive Hermit Thrush, a late Indigo Bunting, several Palm Warblers, as well as good numbers of Horned 

Lark and Golden-crowned Kinglets.  We also spotted a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.  The total for the day 

came to 46 species.  Thanks to everyone who came out including David Lang for allowing us access to the 

farm and to for Ronan O'Carra for providing photos of the Clay-Colored Sparrow . The total was 46 

species. 

 

White-crowned Sparrow                                           Chipping Sparrow                                      Dark-eyed Junco 
 

 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF 2017 BIRDATHON FUNDS 
The BBC Board members distributed the funds from this year’s Birdathon. The total distribution 
was $18,150. Thanks to all who contributed to the 2017 Birdathon. The following are the 
recipients of the 2017 BBC Birdathon and the amount each organization received. 
 
 

ORGANIZATION AND GRANT PLAN FOR GRANT 

Creasy Mahan $1650 To purchase an “interactive Document Camera” to allow students 
close views of items like feathers, eggs, nests etc. without passing 
them around. 

KY State Nature Preserves 
Commission $3000 

For active management of grasslands at Eastview Barrens SNP. 
 
 

KY Natural Lands Trust $3000 For land acquisition in the Pine Mountain Wildlands Corridor. 
 

Raptor Rehabilitation of KY, Inc. 
$2000 

To present 10 educational programs to schools 
 
 

KY Resources Council $2500 To support work on environmental & energy policy 
 

KY Conservation Committee $2000 For land protection, funding education & KY biodiversity education 
projects. 

Jefferson Memorial Forest $2000 For educational programs and to replace invasive with native plants 
on one acre. 

Louisville Nature Center $1000 To provide educational programs on-site & off-site & general 
overhead costs. 

The Mary E. Wharton Nature 
Sanctuary at Floracliff, Inc. $1000 

To aid in campaign to purchase 60 acres to fully protect the last 
quarter mile of Elk Lick Creek as well as forest land along the KY 
River Palisades, an important corridor for migratory birds. 

 

 
BOOK REVIEW  

 
Wesley the Owl by Stacey O’Brien –Submitted by Thorne Vail 

 
 I just finished reading this New York Times and LA Times best seller 
and if you haven’t had a chance to read it, I suggest you add this 
wonderful non-fiction story to your book list.  This is an amazing and 
poignant story about the love and adventures which develop between 

a beautiful barn owl and a very caring young lady. Stacey is a Caltech scientist who is asked to 
care for and raise an injured 4-day old Barn Owl.  She accepts and this remarkable relationship 
lasts 19 years with Wesley becoming a case study for her supervisor, Dr. Penfield who 
specializes in Barn Owls.  A very intimate relationship develops between Wesley and Stacey, as 
the baby owl is taken to work with her at the Caltech owl lab.   Boyfriends take a back seat to 
Wesley and shortly move on.  The owl befriends her roommate’s golden retriever but with 



maturity was aggressive to everyone else except Stacey.   The owl enjoys taking baths, which 
was unheard of and loves it as Stacy dries him with a towel.  Wesley would even bring mice to 
Stacey for her dinner.  His vocabulary is quite varied and he understands what Stacey says.  She 
learns not to say the word “no”, but instead says “not for owls”.  Apparently, owls never forget 
a bad experience thus any corrective discipline must be handled carefully. 
At the beginning of the book Stacey advices against keeping owls or other wild creatures.  
When Wesley arrived in Stacey’s life in 1985 there were few restrictions on keeping predatory 
birds, but today it is illegal without a permit and justly so. 
This book was published in 2009 and may be out of print, but copies can be found at used 
bookstores.  I found mine at a great internet site called www.bookfinder.com. Thousands of 
bookstores are on this site and I use it all the time.   
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

http://www.bookfinder.com/

