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Floracliff Nature Sanctuary:
Protecting, Restoring, and Sharing Nature in the Bluegrass

Floracliff Nature Sanctuary, located along the Kentucky River Palisades in Lexington,
KY, is dedicated to protecting and celebrating Kentucky’s native biodiversity. Join us for
an overview of Floracliff’'s history, conservation partnerships, and ongoing work in land
stewardship, community science, and nature-based programing.

Beverly James joined Floracliff in 2006 as Preserve Manager, leading stewardship
projects and educational programming. With
over 20 years of experience in conservation,
project management, and environmental
education, she now serves as Executive
Director, overseeing all areas of the
organization’s operations. She holds a degree in
Natural Resource Conservation and
Management from the University of Kentucky.
Born and raised in Lexington, she has
developed a deeper connection to her Central
Kentucky home through her work at Floracliff.

Our meeting is on Tuesday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 2822 Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -85.689458. St.
Mark’s is at the corner of Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave. Please enter by way
of the back door near the parking lot.
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PAST FIELD TRIPS

Turkey Run - September 30 Four members came out on a bright and warm early fall
morning. They were rewarded early in the trip by the unexpected appearance of a Red-
breasted Nuthatch in the area between the silo and the parking lot. The birds of the
morning, however, were Common Grackles, which were present in large numbers, both
overhead and feeding in many of the best berry patches, to the detriment of seeing or
hearing much else. Nevertheless, we saw seven Swainson's Thrushes and plenty of
American Robins and Eastern Bluebirds. Warblers were not much in evidence, with only
Black-throated Green and Bay-Breasted seen well enough to identify. Not much of
anything seen after 10:30, as it warmed up quickly. Overall, an enjoyable and
reasonably productive outing.

Bernheim Forest — October 11 Nine BBC members met at Bernheim Forest on a cool,
sunny fall morning. We knew it was going to be a good day when one of our first birds
was an adult Bald Eagle that flew into a nearby tree, giving beautiful looks as it flew in
and then landed. As we continued on our way, we were met with departing migrants
(four species of warblers) and arriving winter residents (both kinglets, Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers, White-throated Sparrows, Red-breasted Nuthatches, and Yellow-rumped
Warblers), ending up with 43 species on the day.

Miles Park — October 12 It was a beautiful morning to be out birding and the birds were
everywhere as the 2 BBC members walked the path to the ponds. Forty-two species
were tallied including 8 species of warblers - Tennessee, Orange-crowned, Nashville,
Magnolia, Blackburnian, Palm, Black-throated Green and with Yellow-rumped warblers
being the predominant warbler. Some other highlights included Blue-headed and
Philadelphia Vireos, Double-crested Cormorant, lots of Ruby-crowned Kinglets,
Chipping, Field, Song and White-throated Sparrows, House Wren and Indigo Buntings.

Draut Park- October 15 Six BBC members and
1 guest gathered on this beautiful fall day at
Arthur K. Draut Park in St. Matthew’s to find
some birds! As we began the day there were a
lot of active regulars, Red Winged Blackbirds,
Robins & Cardinals! Very early we had our first
Yellow-rumped warbler, which turned out to be
one of our more numerous species! Always
happy to see them come back for the winter! We were fortunate to see two more
migrating warblers, a Tennessee & a Palm Warbler, as well as 2 Coopers Hawks! But
certainly the highlight of the morning was seeing a Winter Wren! Thank you to Win who
had seen the bird the day before and told us where to find the wren! A great morning of
birding!! MORE FIELD TRIP REPORTS ON PAGE 6




DISTRIBUTION OF THE 2025 BIRDATHON DONATIONS

A BIG THANK YOU to our BBC members and friends for donating
to this year’s Birdathon. The money requested ($42,805) by the
fourteen organizations this year far exceeded the amount donated
($24,554.37.) The BBC board donated money($2,945.63) from the
club’s general fund and gave each group a percentage of what the
organization requested for a total of $27,500. The following chart shows what each
group received. More information about the recipients can be found at
beckhambirdclub.org — click on activities. Again thank you for your generosity.

Organizations Amount Rewarded
Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest $1,750
Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve $1,875
Jefferson Memorial Forest $950
Josephine Sculpture Park $2,000
KY Conservation Committee $1,750
KY Natural Lands Trust $2250
KY Resources Council $2100
Louisville Nature Center $2150
KY Nature Preserves $3300
Raptor Rehab $4500
Sunnyside Master Gardeners Blue Bird $500
Team

Parklands of Floyds Fork $1,750
Woods and Waters Land Trust $1,665
Yew Dell $1000
Totals $26,178
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It’s BBC Membership Renewal Time

The renewal period began on November 1, 2025. We encourage
you to renew before December 31, 2025, to avoid a reminder
email or postcard thus saving time, paper, postage and a larger
carbon footprint.

You can renew three (3) ways:

e Print the renewal form from the website
(http://www.beckhambirdclub.org/membership-and-support.html), complete it and
mail it along with a check to the P.O. Box.

e Bring your completed renewal form and cash or check to the December meeting.

e On the website, using Paypal (NOTE: You do NOT need a Paypal account to use
this payment method. If you don't have a Paypal account, simply click through
the Paypal screens and you will be allowed to enter your credit card information
as a guest). PLEASE CONSIDER INCREASING YOUR PAYMENT BY A
DOLLAR OR TWO. THIS WILL OFFSET THE FEE - AROUND $1 or $2,
DEPENDING ON THE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY - PAYPAL CHARGES FOR
EVERY TRANSACTION.

o If you choose this method, please be sure to also send your address,
phone number and email to bbcky1935@gmail.com. This allows us to
keep our membership rolls current.

Thank you for continuing to be a BBC member.

Just a reminder that the BBC ornament and notecards are still available.
Purchasing these items help with the 2026 Birdathon. Ornaments are $10
and notecards are $15.00. They make great gifts and stocking stuffers and
will be available at the meeting. Make checks payable to Beckham Bird
Club or please have exact amount if paying by cash.

KENTUCKY KENTUCKY
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RIVER PARK MARINA
TRESPASSING SIGN

For years River Park Marina has been an

® important birding spot to scan the river for

‘i waterfowl. Recently a trespassing sign was posted
informing you are to leave the property.
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i With the help of Brainard Palmer-Ball, River Park
Place was contacted to ask about this sign and
what it means for birders.
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This was posted by Brainard on birdKY as to what
he found out about us birding the area.
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“Sometime recently, Jane & Pat Bell visited the
River Park Place marina off River Road at the mouth of Beargrass Creek and found that
some very imposing No Trespassing signs had been erected where we typically scan
the Ohio River. As a result, a couple of us have been in contact with various people to
try to find out what this means for birder access.

The marina was formerly property of the City of Louisville, but many years ago it was
transferred to the River Park Place condos/marina as a private development. We have
continued to have access to this nice overlook. Today | was told by a contact with the
Louisville Waterfront Development Corporation (who had spoken with the property
manager of the condos/marina) that it is still OK for birders to drive into the marina,

park, and scan for birds. The signs were placed there because it allows Louisville Metro
Police to formally investigate potential criminal activity on this private property. There
have apparently been some illegal goings on in the area, and I'm paraphrasing here, but
the condo/marina managers wanted for the LMP to be able to freely pursue anything
they deemed suspicious activity.

Soo00 . . . as long as we are not (or do not appear to be!) engaged in any unlawful
activity, we should continue to have permission from the condo/marina management to
visit.

If you DO have any issues like LMP indicating you should leave the premises or
perhaps a resident or boat slip owner asking you to leave, PLEASE pass this
information on to Beckham Bird Club president, Meg Brown, or me so we can address
such a deviation from what we understand to be a continuation of access to bird the
location.”

Also as a big reminder be respectful if you are confronted and asked to leave.



BBC October Conservation Report Websites 2025

Tracking Golden Eagle Hermes | Bernheim Forest and Arboretum

First Confirmed Death of Endangered Whooping Crane due to Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza - International Crane Foundation

Understanding Renesting in the Whooping Crane Eastern Migratory
Population - International Crane Foundation

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/scientists-can-now-track-how-
high-songbirds-fly-over-ocean-potential-lifesaver

https://abcbirds.org/news/drones-hawaii-2025/
UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

The schedule for the upcoming field trips will be found at beckhambirdclub.orqg or in
the October The Beckham Observer.

Field trips can be canceled due to the weather and you should check the website,
Discord or birdKy for updates to the schedule especially during the next few winter
months.

PAST FIELD TRIPS

Sloughs WMA, Henderson, KY -October 18 Four observers attended the field trip to the
Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs WMA on October 18th. Over the years this trip has yielded many
noteworthy observations of marsh birds including rails, bitterns, and marsh wrens and
sparrows. However, an essential element to encountering such species is *water* and there
was none again this year. We were able to find only 23 species of birds and got skunked on
all of the hoped for species. Unfortunately, avian highlights were lacking, so we focused on
butterflies and had about 12 species.

Beckley Creek Park, Grand Allee- October 25 Overcast skies and intermittent rain showers
greeted six members on a cool fall morning. Like the rain, birds wre intermittent, congregating
mostly in berry patches and seedy fields. Although only 29 species were identified (plus two
more later by the leader) numbers were good, with Red-winged Blackbird, European Starling,
American Robin and Blue Jay the most numerous. Lack of wind and thermals meant that the
usual vultures and buteos were nowhere to be seen. Did get good looks at a American
Kestrel and a juvenile Cooper's Hawk. Another highlight was a Winter Wren coaxed out of
hiding at spot where the species has been found regularly in recent years.
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