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Chickens, Grouse, and Cranes. Oh My!

Join Pam Spaulding on a photographic journey into the heart of spring, where prairie-
chickens and grouse perform their ancient dances upon the leks. As winter loosens its grip,
thousands of migrating Sandhill Cranes gather along the timeless flow of Nebraska’s Platte
River. Witness the rituals of these four wild species--and if you haven't seen them in person,
you'll want to next year.

Our meeting is on Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 2822
Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -85.689458. St. Mark’s is at the corner of
Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave. Please enter by way of the back door near the
parking lot.

VOITE

It is time to vote at this month’s meeting on Tuesday, May 13, for the officers and directors of
Beckham Bird Club. Their duties will begin on June 15.

Candidates for 2025-2026 are the following.

President: Meg Brown Secretary: Pam Spaulding
Vice-President: Kevin Flowers Director: Christine Hayden
Treasurer: Steve Brown Director: Karen Bonsell

Donovan Jones and Carol Besse will remain on the board for another year. Andrew
Melnykovych will continue as past president.




UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

The field trip schedule for May and June is on the last page of the newsletter or on the
BBC website at beckhambirdclub.org.

Discord App - Announcing a nhew benefit for Beckman Bird Club members

BBC has created a new way for you to connect with the club and birding. The Discord phone
app can keep you current with the latest club news, field trip updates and bird sightings on
your phone. More information will be available at the meeting on how to access the app and
instructions on how to use it will be provided.

This is a member-only benefit and is completely optional. If you want to get started, download
the app and then follow this link: https://discord.qg/ygZadpAf

The Annual Beckham Bird Club Picnic will be on
Sunday, June 8 at 4:00 p.m. at Creasey Mahan.
Nature Preserve

Join us for a fun afternoon of birding, food and friendship. Bring a
dish to share, insect repellent and ,of course, your binoculars. We
encourage you to bring your own cloth napkins, plates, cups and utensils. That is non-
disposable items. GPS: 38.400504, -85.590233

There will be a game to test your knowledge of birds so start studying your bird guide.

There are three ways to make reservations —mail the reservation form below, bring the
reservation to the May meeting or text Carol Challas at 502-649-0522. State your name(s) ,
what you are bringing and if you want chicken.

PICNIC RESERVATION- Deadline June 5

NAME(S)
PHONE

| will bring ____salad/vegetable __ desert___ other( )

Number attending who want chicken
Number attending at who do not want chicken____

Mail to: Carol Challas, 325 Blankenbaker Lane, Louisville, KY 40207-1234



../Downloads/BBC%20Apr%20May%20Jun%202024%20Field%20Trips-FINAL.doc
https://discord.gg/yqZadpAf

PASTFIELD TRIPS

J Bernheim Forest — March 22 -
¥ Seventeen members and two guests
met at Bernheim Forest on a sunny
¢ early spring morning. We started our

trip with a Bald Eagle flying over Lake
Nevin much to everyone's delight.
Moving on we found Tree Swallows,
FOS Barn Swallow and FOS
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
gleaning insects from the surface of
the lake. Other notable sightings
included Pine Warblers and Red-
breasted Nuthatches.

Garvin Brown — March 30 Nine birders stood in the parking lot, all of us betting that the rain
would hold off. In the ditch we were entertained by Blue-winged Teal, but scanning the area
thoroughly, turned up no early shorebirds or other interesting waterfowl. A single Rough-
winged Swallow made a brief appearance with the surprisingly scant Tree Swallows, and a
few mostly hidden meadowlarks also delighted us. Recent work on blackbirds in flight paid off
when | picked out the slightly pointer-winged, 3 Rusty Blackbirds mixed in with all the other
Red-wings. A bird not seen well by anyone, that flew briefly into a tree, and launched into the
air only to drop back into the grass with a fast dive, was most likely a Savannah Sparrow.
Continuing on into the preserve, passerines were scarce and often uncooperative, but there
was a nice mix of waterfowl on the river, with highlights being 5 Bufflehead ( seen by only a
few that lingered at the river), 6 Ruddy Duck and 2 transitioning Horned Grebes who were
about as close as any of us had been to one. Brown Thrasher eventually made an
appearance as well as 5 species of mostly uncooperative sparrows, though all were delighted
by the singing towhee who perched prominently. Continuing on after much searching, we
finally found a small group of retiring and mostly obscured Wood Ducks in the wooded area.
Sapsucker and Pileated Woodpecker ( seen after the leader had left) provided the final
additions, and surprisingly our hard-fought efforts gave us a respectable 50 species. Not bad
for a day that promised rain in late March.

Beckley Creek — Grand Alee- April 12 Six members and two guests enjoyed a cool and
sunny morning with ground fog that burned off quickly. The trip began with a hunt for Wilson's
Snipe, which were very active on their own initiative. Many seen by all. The rest of the
morning was consistently birdy. Best finds included Warbling and White-eyed Vireos, FOY
Prairie Warblers (plus four other warblers), two Soras that were heard rather than seen,
Brown Creepers and a somewhat unexpected pair of Purple Finches. A beautiful morning to
be out birding.



Cherokee Park/Nettelroth Sanctuary- April 16 -Six
members and one guest met up at Cherokee Park,
Nettelroth Bird Sanctuary area to look for spring
arrivals. We were greeted immediately by Northern
Parulas singing, as well as many very busy Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers & American Goldfinches! We had a
flyover Great Egret and a few hawk species! Once on
Maple Rd. We happened upon an area with several
Prothonotary Warblers flitting around and calling! We
were also happy to see that some Brown Creepers, Ruby-crowned Kinglets and White-
throated Sparrows were still hanging around! It was a beautiful spring morning to be outside!!

Long Run Park — Apr|I 19 - Nine birders participated in this Beckham Bird Club field trip
including one guest. Unfortunately, strong gusty winds
occurred throughout the trip that probably restricted bird
activity. Sky was mostly to partly cloudy with the
temperature ranging from 70-75 degrees. We still saw or
heard a respectable 43 species with the highlight being
an extended look at an Osprey diving for fish.

JEFFERSON COUNTY BIRD ALERT

On Friday, April 18 David Bailey while birding and taking his son for a stroll saw a Swainson’s
Warbler on the Anchorage Trail. He sent out an email alerting everyone about this bird and
every birder came that could to try to find it. The first try proved unlucky as the warbler could
not be re-found. James Wheat decided to stick around for awhile and by luck the warbler
came back to its original spot. James sent out another alert and many birders returned to find
the first recorded Swainson’s Warbler for Jefferson County. What a GREAT find! Win Ahrens
shared his picture of the bird. There are many other photos on ebird so check them out.




BBC Conservation Report Websites April 2025

Historic New Marine Sanctuary along California’s Central Coast Shows the Power of Tribal-
Led Conservation | Audubon

Sounds That Matter: How Passive Acoustic Monitoring Transforms Science and Benefits the
Community | Audubon

Avian Influenza Updates & Resources - International Crane Foundation

2025 Final Results — Great Backyard Bird Count

Golden Eagle Update: March 4, 2025 | Bernheim Forest and Arboretum

Mystery of the &lsquo:Orange&rsquo; Snowy Owl | Birding Wire

Executive Summary — State of the Birds 2025

10 Phenomenal Female Bird Photos From the 2024 Audubon Photography Awards | Audubon

CorneIILab_r o
GLOBALBIG DAY

10 May 2025

Be a part of birding’s biggest team! Global Big Day is an annual celebration of the birds
around you. No matter where you are on 10 May help celebrate World Migratory Bird Day
and share the birds you find with eBird.

Participating is easy—Yyou can even be part of Global Big Day from home. If you can spare 5
or 10 minutes, report your bird observations to eBird online or with our_free eBird Mobile app.
If you have more time, submit several checklists of birds throughout the day. You never know
what you might spot. Your observations help us better understand global bird populations
through products like these_animated abundance maps brought to you by eBird Science.

Last year, Global Big Day collected more data about birds on a single day than ever before.
More than 63,000 people gathered observations on 156,000 checklists, setting new world
records for a single day of birding. Will you help us make this the year we surpass 150,000
checklists on a single day?


https://www.audubon.org/news/historic-new-marine-sanctuary-along-californias-central-coast-shows-power-tribal-led?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250221_wingspan_&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250221_wingspan&utm_content=&emci=76f890f7-aaef-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&emdi=170b1aab-86f0-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&ceid=1314690
https://www.audubon.org/news/historic-new-marine-sanctuary-along-californias-central-coast-shows-power-tribal-led?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250221_wingspan_&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250221_wingspan&utm_content=&emci=76f890f7-aaef-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&emdi=170b1aab-86f0-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&ceid=1314690
https://www.audubon.org/news/sounds-matter-how-passive-acoustic-monitoring-transforms-science-and-benefits-community?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250221_wingspan_&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250221_wingspan&utm_content=&emci=76f890f7-aaef-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&emdi=170b1aab-86f0-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&ceid=1314690
https://www.audubon.org/news/sounds-matter-how-passive-acoustic-monitoring-transforms-science-and-benefits-community?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250221_wingspan_&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250221_wingspan&utm_content=&emci=76f890f7-aaef-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&emdi=170b1aab-86f0-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&ceid=1314690
https://savingcranes.org/news/resources/avian-influenza/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_2025_contact_call
https://www.birdcount.org/2025-final-results/?utm_campaign=GBBC%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8KKNdMXZHRrqYxpPSovcJ1XO3qrDP9hbOP_r9CDhNjVmNVqFuyqC6mI-i2aWjRBVaxunyM6riHsQpEkByHBVnLIQq6vg&_hsmi=351807858&utm_content=351807858&utm_source=hs_email
https://bernheim.org/news/golden-eagle-update-march-4-2025/
https://www.birdingwire.com/releases/f02440c4-f477-4395-984c-4aa335299643
https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2025/executive-summary/?utm_campaign=Lab%20eNews%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Y9l6NBn2sRYeuuyOatYhHqHSeYJ1IFFGJ_2TjqUt28uhLhmg9ngbLjdXmk7T0fMfMGxWWGMZm8x3dbZxikK71rJMbGA&_hsmi=353102846&utm_content=353093467&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/10-phenomenal-female-bird-photos-2024-audubon-photography-awards?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250328_joy-of-birds_null&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250328_joy-of-birds&utm_content=null&emci=3285b0c2-2f0b-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=053d0805-000c-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=1314690
https://ebird.org/globalbigday
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
https://ebird.org/about/ebird-mobile/
https://ebird.org/science/status-and-trends
https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-2024-results
https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-2024-results

Wednesday, April 30
9a.m.-noon
easy

Sunday, May 4
8a.m.-3p.m. CDT
easy

Wednesday, May 14

9 a.m. - noon

easy

Saturday, May 17

8 a.m. - noon
easy
Saturday, May 24

8:30 a.m.-noon easy

Saturday, May 31
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
easy

Saturday, June 14
8 a.m. - noon
easy

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

CHEROKEE PARK/NETTELROTH SANCTUARY - For residents, migrants.
Meet at the base of Maple Road near the entrance to Nettelroth. GPS:
38.241906, -85.695007 (https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L597108)

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK - For spring migrants and residents.
Meet at Little Hope Cemetery inside the park. PLEASE DO NOT BIRD THE
CEMETERY BEFORE THE TRIP BEGINS. Bring lunch. GPS: 37.154126, -
86.053762 (https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L1337848)

CHEROKEE PARK/NETTELROTH SANCTUARY - For residents, migrants.
Meet at the base of Maple Road near the entrance to Nettelroth. GPS:
38.241906, -85.695007 (https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L597108)

POPE LICK PARK - For residents, migrants, summer birds. From Gene
Snyder get off at Taylorsville Rd toward Fisherville, go about a mile, & take a
right on South Pope Lick Rd. Follow signs to Pope Lick Park, part of the
Parklands. Meet in the parking lot. GPS: 38.184655, -85.488095
https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L 596209)

HAYS-KENNEDY PARK/GARVIN BROWN PRESERVE - Residents. Meet in
the parking lot of Hays Kennedy Park off Upper River Road. GPS: 38.352711,
-85.630354 (https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L673935)
(https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L607668)

FOX HOLLOW FARM: Observe resident species and possible late migrants
on the farm. Meet at the back of the main parking lot. GPS: 38.371241, -
85.523302

TURKEY RUN PARK - Brown-Forman Silo area. Residents and summer
birds. Directions: From I-265 exit (19) Billtown Road, go south and turn left at
the T; go 1.5 miles and turn right into Turkey Run Park entrance; continue
through the park to the Brown-Forman Silo parking lot. GPS: 38.115846, -

85.533371 https://birdinghotspots.org/hotspot/L3970586)

DON’T MISS OUT ON SPRING MIGRATION. GO BIRDING!!

Karen Bonsell
502-794-3526

Meg and Steve Brown

502-435-3967

Karen Bonsell

502-794-3526

Andrew Melnykovych
502-608-4655

Win Ahrens 502-
500-1175

Kevin Flowers
502-648-6826

Meg and Steve Brown
502-435-3967
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