> ©  THE BECKHAM OBSERVER

BECKHAMBIRDCLUB-ORG JUNE 2025
P-0- BOX 5307 LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40255-0307

THERE IS NO MEETING IN JUNE. SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC.

The Annual Beckham Bird Club Picnic will be on Sunday, June 8 at
4:00 p.m. at Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve

Join us for a fun afternoon of birding, food and friendship.
Bring a dish to share, insect repellent and ,of course, your
binoculars. We encourage you to bring your own cloth napkins,
plates, cups and utensils. That is non-disposable items. GPS:
38.400504, -85.590233

There will be a game to test your knowledge of birds so start
studying your bird guide.

There are two ways to make reservations —mail the reservation form below, or text
Carol Challas at 502-649-0522. State your name(s) , what you are bringing and if you
want chicken. Reservation deadline — June 5

PICNIC RESERVATION- Deadline June 5

NAME(S)
PHONE

| will bring __ salad/vegetable  desert___ other( )

Number attending who want chicken
Number attending at who do not want chicken

Mail to: Carol Challas, 325 Blankenbaker Lane, Louisville, KY 40207-1234

PLEASE SUPPORT THE 2025 BBC BIRDATHON!
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The KOS Breeding Bird Blitz is coming - June 13-16! The Kentucky Ornithological
Society (KOS) hopes to learn where the birds are in every county of the state with this
new challenge for birders.

All birders are welcome. Participants can sign up on birdky.org. When you register, you
will choose the counties where you wish to bird over the long weekend. As an incentive,
KOS is offering a raffle prize - a $200 gift certificate for Kentucky State Parks. You get
one raffle ticket for each county you choose, and 2 tickets for any of the 12 least-birded
counties in the state. See all the guidelines at birdky.org/breedingbirdblitz.php.

Upcoming Field Trips

Saturday, May 31 8:30 FOX HOLLOW FARM: Observe resident Kevin Flowers
a.m.-11:30 a.m. species and possible late migrants on the

. . . 502-648-6826
easy farm. Meet in the back of the main parking

lot. GPS: 38.371241, -85.523302

Saturday, June 14 TURKEY RUN PARK - Brown-Forman Silo Meg and Steve Brown
area. Residents and summer birds.

8 a.m.-noon L. . . 502-435-3967
Directions: From 1-265 exit (19) Billtown

easy Road, go south and turn left at the T; go 1.5

miles and turn right into Turkey Run Park
entrance; continue through the park to the
Brown-Forman Silo parking lot. GPS:
38.115846, -85.533371

PLEASE, PLEASE SUPPORT THE BBC BIRDATHON!!



http://birdky.org/
http://birdky.org/breedingbirdblitz.php

Past Field Trips

Cherokee Park — April 30 On Wednesday April 30th,
13 BBC members and 1 guest met at Cherokee Park’s
Nettelroth Bird Sanctuary on an overcast morning with
a threat of rain. Our ears and Merlin apps were all very
busy as so many birds were singing! We were thrilled
to hear a Barred Owl calling on the other side of the
creek early on, but were unable to find it. The rest of
the morning turned out to be wonderfully
overwhelming, all of us unsure which way to turn! We
heard and/or saw 13 species of Warblers, 2 Thrush species including a Veery, 2
Flycatcher species as well as many summer residents that have returned. Some gave
us very nice looks, especially a persistent Prothonotary Warbler. We were privileged to
observe 2 Woodpecker species tending to nests! Red-Bellied and Downy! The Downy
Woodpeckers seemed to already have hatchlings, as they were back & forth bringing
insects and we could hear the young ones as they returned with food! Fortunately, we
avoided the rain altogether and had a grand total of 53 species!

Mammoth Cave NP — May 4 Eight members and
three guests met at Mammoth Cave National Park
on a rainy, chilly day. The intermittent rain showers
and drizzle made viewing the birds difficult as most
of them were staying down low out of the rain. A few
got more active as the morning progressed and the
group managed good looks at a Kentucky Warbler, a
male Scarlet Tanager, and an Ovenbird. The majority
of our birds were heard rather than seen, but those
three sightings helped to make up for the lack of
visuals.

Pope Lick Park — May 17 Eleven members and three guests turned out on a beautiful
May morning. Very few migrants in evidence, but a respectable 50 species were seen
(alas, the Lark Sparrow seen by others at the same hotspot during the morning was not
among them.) The group dwindled to a half-dozen by the end of the morning, but the
best birds of the day were seen by all. First was an Olive-sided Flycatcher, perched on a
snag, naturally. Shortly thereafter came an amazing Yellow-billed Cuckoo show in three
acts: 1 cuckoo perched in the open on a snag; 2 cuckoos in a leafy tree; 3 cuckoos
flying off together. Other highlights included a very photogenic Northern Parula, a
soaring pair of Broad-winged Hawks, a brilliant Scarlet Tanager and a Summer Tanager



couple swinging on a branch. With the wind picking up by mid-morning, the birding
slowed, but with some hard work we finished the day with nice looks at Common
Yellowthroats, a Yellow-breasted Chat and a Great Crested Flycatcher.

Nettelroth Sanctuary - Wednesday morning May
14, 2025, six Beckham Bird Club members and two
guests met at Nettelroth Bird Sanctuary in Cherokee
Park for a nice morning of birding. It was sunny and 65
degrees.

The day started out with serenades from a
Prothonotary Warbler, Great Crested Flycatcher and
Indigo Bunting, but then became quiet as we walked
up Maple Rd. We heard an Acadian Flycatcher, but it
was impossible to find him considering that all trees
are completely leafed out! We were finally able to
locate a Red-eyed Vireo that we'd been hearing!

We then decided to walk into Nettelroth and things picked up. We came across several
warblers and other returning summer birds! We ended our trip seeing a Great Horned
Owl roosting in the Pine Trees and hearing a FOS Yellow-billed Cuckoo! We also were
finally able to see the Acadian Flycatcher that had been teasing us all morning!!

It ended up being a great trip with 37 species being seen and/or heard!

Hays-Kennedy Park/Garvin Brown Preserve -May 24 Thirteen members spent a
cool, crisp morning birding under cloudy skies with little wind. Few if any migrants were
seen. Good looks were had of Willow Flycatcher, Indigo Bunting and Warbling Vireo.
Lots of Song Sparrows and Yellowthroats were in the field. The terrain was quite
overgrown with debris from the recent floods blocking some of the paths.

BIRDATHON

The birds have been counted — 117 in all. Now it is up to you to help make our 2025
BBC Birdathon a success. Can you do it? Many members and friends have already
made and sent in their pledge. But we need all our members to contribute and
help us raise the money to support the organizations that have asked for grants from
BBC. No amount is too small. Please send in your contribution to the person you
sponsored or mail to the BBC post office box. Help us. Make check payable to
Beckham Bird Club.

Please, PLEASE, PLEASE SUPPORT THE BBC BIRDATHON!!!



BBC Conservation Report Websites May 2025

10 Fun Facts About the Northern Mockingbird | Audubon

SPLASh Coastal Cleanups Program Going Strong at 5 Years -
American Bird Conservancy

Wattled Crane Conservation Status Downlisted in South Africa -
International Crane Foundation

More Than You Ever Wanted to Know About Heron Necks |
Audubon

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/why-birds-snakeskin-nests-
predators/

Barred Owls Hatch Two Fuzzy Owlets In 2025 | Cornell Lab Bird
Cams

Cornell Hawks Welcome Three Eggs In 2025 | Cornell Lab Bird
Cams

Photos: Follow painted lady butterflies' annual migration : The
Picture Show : NPR
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 2025 BBC BIRDATHON!!


https://www.audubon.org/news/10-fun-facts-about-northern-mockingbird?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-x-engagement_eng-email_mockingbird-fun-facts&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_eng-email&utm_content=mockingbird-fun-facts
https://abcbirds.org/news/splash-5th-anniversary/?utm_campaign=em_nl_enews_0325&utm_source=enews&utm_medium=email&omhide=true&ms=em_nl_enews_0325&contactdata=ut26vY34beL4YHQQfs96uj8Y0qtpA8JIGClPpLUIWO4dB%2fYE%2fCSdq6UczlC%2fH7usjSaNSE37+MC9plvibmVqCw%3d%3d&emci=728e3cab-3804-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=66b38778-e804-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=218197
https://abcbirds.org/news/splash-5th-anniversary/?utm_campaign=em_nl_enews_0325&utm_source=enews&utm_medium=email&omhide=true&ms=em_nl_enews_0325&contactdata=ut26vY34beL4YHQQfs96uj8Y0qtpA8JIGClPpLUIWO4dB%2fYE%2fCSdq6UczlC%2fH7usjSaNSE37+MC9plvibmVqCw%3d%3d&emci=728e3cab-3804-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=66b38778-e804-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=218197
https://savingcranes.org/news/resources/wattled-crane-downlisted-in-south-africa/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=april_2025_contact_call
https://savingcranes.org/news/resources/wattled-crane-downlisted-in-south-africa/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=april_2025_contact_call
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/more-you-ever-wanted-know-about-heron-necks?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250425_joy-of-birds_null&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250425_joy-of-birds&utm_content=null&emci=91897b32-de21-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&emdi=ffc7c579-0122-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&ceid=1314690
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/more-you-ever-wanted-know-about-heron-necks?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-newsletter-engagement_20250425_joy-of-birds_null&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20250425_joy-of-birds&utm_content=null&emci=91897b32-de21-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&emdi=ffc7c579-0122-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&ceid=1314690
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/why-birds-snakeskin-nests-predators/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/why-birds-snakeskin-nests-predators/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/barred-owls-hatch-two-fuzzy-owlets-in-2025/?utm_campaign=Lab%20eNews%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8o5WFq5JIHX5LHvAsEkVLOR890unaQ5y-LgJZyhJwKsuw311mNsKoyF1-iJQM1oWi1UiJZd7QNyjXicT--kjVQdTXBXg&_hsmi=356414049&utm_content=356352126&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/barred-owls-hatch-two-fuzzy-owlets-in-2025/?utm_campaign=Lab%20eNews%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8o5WFq5JIHX5LHvAsEkVLOR890unaQ5y-LgJZyhJwKsuw311mNsKoyF1-iJQM1oWi1UiJZd7QNyjXicT--kjVQdTXBXg&_hsmi=356414049&utm_content=356352126&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/red-tailed-hawks-begin-the-2025-breeding-season-with-three-eggs/?utm_campaign=Lab%20eNews%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_SjhkBWtcnTWb8mM6UtkExmZEZFkagSS7EBM05M22WHq7OZ2BCEpTLCh1adFI_-Z943yU1cF7UQFELvr8aA4i794PsUQ&_hsmi=356414049&utm_content=356352126&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/red-tailed-hawks-begin-the-2025-breeding-season-with-three-eggs/?utm_campaign=Lab%20eNews%202024&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_SjhkBWtcnTWb8mM6UtkExmZEZFkagSS7EBM05M22WHq7OZ2BCEpTLCh1adFI_-Z943yU1cF7UQFELvr8aA4i794PsUQ&_hsmi=356414049&utm_content=356352126&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2025/04/16/g-s1-59897/painted-lady-butterflies-migration-photos?utm_source=Louisville+Public+Media&utm_medium=email
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2025/04/16/g-s1-59897/painted-lady-butterflies-migration-photos?utm_source=Louisville+Public+Media&utm_medium=email

