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COVID-19 UPDATE FROM THE BBC PRESIDENT 

The coronavirus situation is improving, but is far from stabilized. Therefore, Beckham Bird Club activities 

continue to be suspended through June. 

The Beckham Bird Club board will be meeting (in a virtual space) in late May to discuss the way forward. Issues to 

be considered include: 

1. The officer/board election that was to be held in May – can it be conducted online and, if not, how should it 

be accomplished? And what should be done about the expiration of officer terms at the end of June? 

2. Resumption of monthly meetings – what will the state guidelines be in July? Can we use the current meeting 

space at St. Mark’s? Will attendance have to be limited? 

3. Resumption of field trips in August or September. Will there be a cap on attendance? Should they be moved 

to weekdays in park venues that are becoming increasingly crowded on weekends? 

If you have any ideas or thoughts on these or other matters, please feel free to contact me by email at 

estiles74@gmail.com. 

And please remember to make your Birdathon contributions. Even though our lives are disrupted right now, the 

needs of the conservation organizations in our community and state continue. Please help them out as you are able. 

Thank you. 

Andrew Melnykovych, President 

mailto:estiles74@gmail.com


2020 BIRDATHON 

Your donations are very important to the different groups BBC have accepted as recipients of our birdathon 

money.  Even if you did not receive an email or phone call please consider giving a donation – NO AMOUNT IS 

TOO SMALL.  Make your check payable to Beckham Bird Club.  If you have not been contacted send your 

contribution to the post office box address: Beckham Bird Club, P.O. Box 5301, Louisville, KY 40255-0301. 

Otherwise send it to the person you sponsored.  Help us reach $20,000. Thanks so much!!!   Thanks to all who 

have all ready sent in a donation. 

 

We wish to extend sympathy to the family of Berl Meyer who passed away on 

January 20. Berl had been a member of Beckham Bird Club member for many years 

and was also active in the Kentucky Historical   Society. 

 

BIG GLOBAL DAY 

Several BBC members took part in the Big Global Day on Saturday, May 9. In the past Jefferson County and Fayette 

County have had a contest do see who would see the most species.  But this year was different the two groups decided to 

just go out and bird and find as many birds as possible throughout the state. Jefferson County recorded 140 species and 

188 species were seen in Kentucky. 

Here are the accounts and photographs of several birders that took part in the Big Global Day. 

Kathy Dennis – 55 species - After my recovery from cancer, Dick and I have taken up birding with enthusiasm. It’s 

wonderful to get out of the house and see so many beautiful birds. I’ve even started using eBird, which I never had before. 

Saturday was the first time we’ve joined in the Global Big Day, and we went birding at Cox’s Park along the Ohio River, 

Hays Kennedy Park in Prospect and Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve in Goshen. While we didn’t always see all the birds 

we expected, we found some we had not expected. At Hays Kennedy we watched a beautiful Great Egret, a Spotted 

Sandpiper and Lesser Yellowlegs. At Creasey we found what we hope was just the scout for the Purple Martins. Back in 

the meadow by the frog pond we found a Swainson’s Thrush, our best bird of the day. 



Debbie Hamilton and Win Ahrens continued their quest to visit all 120 counties in Kentucky by visiting several in the 
central part of the state on the Global Big Day.  The day began in the Lebanon National Cemetery in Marion County with 
lots of Robins.  We paid a visit to Fagan Branch Lake and saw a large flock of Yellow-rumped Warblers as well as two 
White-rumped Sandpipers for a total of 27 birds.  Next was Lake Liberty in Casey County where a Spotted Sandpiper was 
bobbing on the dock and a large mixed flock of swallows was soaring over the lake as well as lots of warblers including a 
beautiful Blackburnian totaling 32 birds.  Moving on to Casey Creek Embayment on the Green River Lake in Adair County 
we saw a very cooperative Philadelphia Vireo for a total of 27.  Driving up the west side of Green Lake we stopped at the 
Civil War battlefield at Tebbs Bend in Taylor County and added a Wilson’s Warbler and a number of Prairie Warblers 
totaling 32 birds. Next stop in Green County yielded a Swainson’s Thrush and a Hairy Woodpecker totaling 20 birds.  Our 
final county stop for the day was Larue and the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace NP.  We coaxed out several Summer 
Tanagers and Magnolia Warblers and others totaling 22 birds.  On the way home we added a Red-tailed Hawk and 
Pigeons driving through Hardin County.  After we returned home, we spent an hour in the backyard here in Jefferson 
County where we saw both species of Orioles and 23 bird species.  Global Big Day was a great day to be out in the field!!  

Jeane Hanley -Patti Bell and I just went for a binoculars-enhanced evening stroll through Cherokee Park, hoping to see a 
Prothonotary warbler.  We counted 13 species but no Prothonotary warbler--rats!  Along the way we got a nice, long look 
at an ovenbird, and were surprised to see a palm warbler up near Hogan’s Fountain.  

Jake Souder -"Big Day is always so much fun. My birding was scaled back compared to last year. 
I walked around the neighborhood during the afternoon and took my camera. Here's a photo of a very active Nashville. 
  
Later I decided to go up the street to Joe Creason Park. Highlight was a Yellow-billed Cuckoo, the first one I've ever seen 
at Creason. I wasn't able to get a photo of the cuckoo, so instead I got some shots a beautiful Summer Tanager feeding in 
the trees near the Metro Parks office." 
  
 

Andrew Melnykovych - Due to grandfatherly obligations in the afternoon, I did not engage in my customary dawn-to-

dusk Big Day marathon. 

The day began shortly after 7 at one of the usual early morning stops – Beckley Creek Park-Grand Allee – where a single 

Blackpoll Warbler was a herald of the invasion that would arrive in a few days. But it was fairly quiet, with a mere 38 

species recorded. 

The pace picked up a bit at Trestle Point, a fairly new hotspot on the Louisville Loop trail between Beckley Creek Park and 

Pope Lick Park. Two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were calling in counterpoint from opposite hillsides, both tanagers were 

present and singing, and there was a nice assortment of warblers. 33 species in all. 



The last stop of the day was Pope Lick Park, where very muddy trails limited access to some favorite spots. The most 

interesting observation of the day proved to be mammalian, rather than avian. At one point, the chipmunks on the 

opposite side of the creek erupted into a frenzy of alarms chips. Looking in the trees for a predator – a hawk, or better yet, 

an owl – and finding none, the scanning turned to the creek bank itself. AH HA! There, loping along the top of the bank, 

was a sizeable mink, which remained in plain sight for a good 25 or 30 yards. An unusual way to end a morning of birding. 

40 species in just under two hours. 

A modest total of 62 species in about six hours 

Next year, it’s back to the marathon. 

 

Pat and Jane Bell – Brrr!! It was a cold start to our day. We started at Putney Pond where a Great Egret greeted called 

“Good Morning” to us. Baby Wood Ducks were so cute and Yellow Warblers decorated the trees. Then it was on to 

Harrods Creek Park. Wood Thrushes were singing and pretty Red-headed Woodpeckers came into view, Prothonotary 

Warblers and Louisiana Waterthrushes were looking for their breakfasts. Another highlight was a spectacular Scarlet 

Tanager. Next, we head for Hays Kennedy Park where we found all 5 species of Swallows. Great to see Bank Swallows. 

After another stop, we headed to Cherokee Park where a Black-throated Blue Warbler was reported as being seen. No 

luck! So, we head home for lunch and after resting up a bit we headed out to the Parklands. We visited all the Parks and 

added one species after another to our list. Warbling Vireos, Kestrel, Prairie Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat and Cedar 

Waxwings were just a few of the birds we encountered on our journey through this beautiful system of parks. Our total 

number of species for the day was 87. Not bad for two senior citizens. 

Barbara Woerner - I don’t have much to say about Global Big Day.  Perhaps the most apt thing is that finding birds was a 
lot easier than avoiding people (due to COVID19). Going to my usual places along with a few others as a team was out of 
the question due to social distancing and the number of people at those parks lately.  I decided the only way I could 
participate would be by getting up really early so I could get to a park before too many other people showed up.  I decided 
to go to Seneca Park.  It was worth the effort: - )  A highlight for me was hearing White-crowned Sparrows singing & while 
looking for them a Lincoln’s Sparrow popped up & perched on a bare branch while it preened. (Alas birds always seem to 
know how to avoid getting their picture taken).  Also what a surprise that the first two thrushes I saw were Hermit 
Thrushes, not one of the far more numerous thrush sp. here in May. 
  My list for early morning birding may not have been big but it was rewarding. 
PS Was that the last rain-free day of birding we’ve had lately?!? 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

                    Wood Thrush by Pam Spaulding                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                        Louisiana Waterthrush by Pam Spaulding 

 

 

 



 

Nashville Warbler by Jake Souder                                                                                             Summer Tanager by Jake Souder 

 

 

Don’t forget to vote!  


