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JULY PROGRAM
BELIZE – A BIRDING GEM
BBC member and past president Carol Besse
visited Belize in December 2017 on a tour led
by “the Warbler guys” — authors of the aptly
named book The Warbler Guide and the
accompanying phone app. Please join us on
Tuesday, July 10 at 7 p.m. at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church, 2822 Frankfort Ave,
38.254256, -85.689458 to hear about this
birding gem and enjoy photos of tropical
species as well as familiar North American
species wintering there.

FIELD TRIPS
There are no field trips in July.

A schedule for August and September field trips
will be in the August newsletter.

PLEASE MAKE A DONATION TO THE 2018 BBC BIRDATHON IF YOU
HAVE NOT DONE SO. THANK YOU!

“Breakfast with the Birds”
Save the date – Saturday, September 8
At the Louisville Nature Center and
Beargrass Nature Preserve. More details in the
August Newsletter.

Kentucky Ornithological Society Annual Fall Meeting
The fall meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society is at Pine
Mountain State Resort Park in Bell County.
The dates are Friday, September 14th and Saturday, September 15th, 2018. To
make a reservation use Group Code: 1690. The cost is $99.95 plus taxes.

Reservations must be made by: August 14th, 2018. Call:
(606)337-3066 to reserve a room or reserve on line.

PAST FIELD TRIPS
Iroquois Park - May 6 - A party of 11 birders explored Iroquois Park on a cool pleasant spring
morning. Highlights from the day were Ruby-Throated Hummingbird, both Summer and Scarlet
Tanagers, a Blue Grosbeak, a Least Flycatcher, 4 species of Vireo (including a Blue-Headed) and
a whopping 16 species of Warblers (including Nashville, Kentucky, Hooded, Cape-May,
Magnolia, and Blackburnian). The group tallied 66 species for the day. A great big thank you
goes to Barbara Woerner for leading the trip and to everyone in attendance!
Audubon SP – May 12 - A pair of twitchers journeyed down I-64W to John James Audubon Park
and were rewarded with clear skies, warm temps, and a lot of cool birds. Highlights included
great looks at 14 species of warblers, including Blackpoll, Blackburnian, Bay-Breasted, American
Redstart, Ovenbird and Black-Throated Green, *multiple* Canada Warblers, and an abundance
of Prothonotary Warblers. Other highlights included many Rose Breasted Grosbeaks, a YellowBreasted Chat, Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds, Summer and Scarlet Tanagers, a Wild Turkey and
a Least Flycatcher. We also heard what we believe was likely a Purple Gallinule while walking
the northwest part of the Wetlands’ Island Loop. After playing a tape to confirm it, we did not
hear it call again and we were not able to see it due to dense foliage along the island shore, so

we chose not to officially count it. Still the tally was a very respectable 70 species after a very
exciting day of birding!
Harrod’s Creek Park - May 19 - Eight members mostly walked the orange trail where most of
the birds seemed to be concentrated. Upland trails were muddy and not very birdy. Despite the
overcast conditions that made viewing birds in the treetops very difficult, the group managed
12 species of warblers. Other highlights included tanagers and multiple woodpeckers.
Harrods Creek - May 26 - It was a slow day of birding. Most of the migrants were gone with the
exception of a lone Swainson’s Thrush. An Acadian Flycatcher was cooperatively singing. An
Alder/Willow empid type flycatcher, however, was not and went unidentified. Twenty-eight
species were tallied by the group of 7 birders.
Camp Nelson/Shaker Village – June 2 - Nine birders made the trip to look for open prairie
birds. It was hot, but so was the birding. Camp Nelson was alive with the songs of Bobolinks –
they were absolutely everywhere. Joining the chorus, were many Eastern Meadowlarks, 7
Grasshopper Sparrows (some were fledglings), and several Dickcissels. Other highlights from
Camp Nelson were good looks at Baltimore Orioles, a Belted Kingfisher, and Warbling Vireos.
The crème de la crème was a truly excellent (scoped) view of a pair of Loggerhead Shrikes
parents tending to a begging fledgling. The party migrated to Shaker Village for lunch and
additional prairie surveying. Highlights included calling Bob-Whites, several Willow
Flycatchers, and a few very elusive Henslow’s Sparrows. In all, 67 species were tallied. Thanks
to everyone who came for a very fun and action packed day of prairie birding!
Beckley Creek – June 9 - On this late spring morning seven observers came together to search
the Grand Allee Section of the Parklands. Despite the hot humid weather forty-two species
were tallied at the end of this field trip. Red-headed Woodpeckers and Baltimore and Orchard
Orioles were beautiful to behold. Nests of the Baltimore Oriole and the Eastern Wood-Pewee
were sighted high up in the trees. The Common Yellowthroat was the only warbler that the
group could find. Near the end of the field trip a Bald Eagle flew overhead. Thanks to all
participants for a fun-filled morning.
Bernheim Forest – June 10 - It was an excellent morning to hit the pavement for some birding
at Bernheim Forest! Seven birders went in search of breeding birds in the varied habitats.
Highlights included good looks at Green Heron, Willow Flycatcher, Yellow-Throated and
Warbling Vireos and a Female Blue Grosbeak, Yellow Breasted Chat, Baltimore and Orchard
Orioles, and 8 species of Warblers (including Worm-Eating, Kentucky, Hooded, and Ovenbird).
The group tallied 67 species of summer breeders. Thanks again to everyone who came for a
fun morning of birding!
Otter Creek Park – June 16 - Five birders ventured to Otter Creek Park on a warm sunny
Saturday morning. We began at the OCP shooting range where we found several White-eyed
Vireos, many Bluebirds, Great Crested Flycatchers, a beautiful male Ruby-throated
Hummingbird and a very accommodating Northern Parula at eye level. We also heard a

Hooded Warbler. At the river, a first-year male Orchard Oriole and a Belted Kingfisher were
seen. Back to the main park, highlights were a pair of Cerulean Warblers, a Louisiana
Waterthrush, and a Red-headed Woodpecker. We were able to beat the summer heat by
birding by car and on foot in the forest and managed to tally 59 species by the early afternoon.
Thank you again to everyone for coming out for a fun day of birding!
Morgan Conservation – June 17 - Rescheduled from May 20th. Good company and great
birding outweighed all the drawbacks of birding on a hot and sticky Sunday evening. The best
highlights were at least 3 singing Henslow’s sparrows and a pair of Blue-Winged Warblers on
territory again this year! Other highlights included great looks at Wild Turkey, Prairie Warbler
Kentucky Warbler, Ovenbird, Wood Thrushes, many Chickadees and Titmice mobbing a
Cooper’s hawk, several Yellow-billed Cuckoos, and Yellow-breasted Chats. On a rather sad note
we dipped on 2 of 3 nightjar species for the second year in a row and this year we only heard
one singing Eastern Whip-poor-will. It used to be common to get all 3 nightjar species in
summer here and we would hear 3 or more Whips singing at once. Perhaps the habitat has
changed. However, a Barred Owl hooting and an Eastern Screech-Owl whinnying and trilling
lifted our spirits as we made our way back to the parking lot! We totaled 53 species and some
good memories.

