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Poland Trip 
 

Ren and Wanda Bilkey, Dona Coates, Peggy 
Renn and Lee McNeely visited Poland with bird 

guide Marek Borkowski and family, for a two 
weeks birding adventure this spring. (2016)  

 
The group visited varied habitats which included 

Masurian Lakes District, Biebrza Marsh, 
Bialowieza Forest near the Belarus Border and 

the Tatra Mountains that provided many 
varieties of bird species.   

 
Ren and Wanda, our presenters, will also tell us 

about Peggy's near death experience 

by a Corn Crake at the stroke of 
midnight.  

 
Join us for the last meeting of 2016 

at the Clifton Center on Payne Street on 
Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m.              

 



2017 MEMBERSHIP DUES   

You should have received a post card to renew your 2016 membership. If not please go to the 

BBC web site and download a copy.  Please fill in the postcard and return it with your renewal 

check (if it applies) to our post office box address, Beckham Bird Club, P.O. Box 5301, Louisville, 

KY 40255-0301 or turn it in at the meeting.  Please help us out by returning the renewal notice 

by December 31 or sooner.  All members including life members must return the renewal 

notice.  

 

 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS   

Saturday, December 3      

8:30 a.m. – noon        

easy 

BECKLEY CREEK PARK – GRAND ALLEE 

SECTION - For winter visitors and residents. Meet at 

the “Port-a-Potty” parking lot at the south end of the 

Humana Grand Alee just before the large bridge over 

the creek. GPS: 38.209077, -85.474110 

Andrew Melnykovych    

502-608-4655 

Sunday, December 4                             

9 am – 11:30 am            

easy 

CAVE HILL CEMETERY – For winter visitors and 

residents. Meet inside the front gate on Baxter Avenue. 

GPS: 38.243809, -85.726042 

Pat & Jane Bell         

502-326-9610 

Saturday, December 10                           

8:30 am – noon            

easy 

 

OHIO RIVER, INDIANA SIDE – Meet at Ashland Park; 

due to construction closures for downtown bridge 

project, plan to use 2nd Street Bridge to cross from 

Kentucky. GPS: 38.270478, -85.755287 

Jamie Baker                

502-403-9845 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 

This year marks the 117th Christmas Bird Count sponsored by the National Audubon Society.   

Your participation is needed in one or more of these counts this year. The dates for the local 

counts are listed below.  Since these dates could change due to weather conditions you should 

sign up to participate at least one week before the count in case the compiler needs to contact 

you in the event there is a change in the date.  

New participants should contact the compiler.  

 

LOUISVILLE                     
Sunday, December 18 

All new participants contact compiler by email or phone. Compiler: 

James Wheat  (CP)904-608-3406 or james.a.wheat@gmail.com 

BERNHEIM FOREST,                 

Monday, December 26 

All participants email or call compiler Brainard Palmer-Ball                  

(CP) 502-330-3998 or brainard@mindspring.com 

OTTER CREEK                     

Friday, December 30 

All participants email or call compiler Brainard Palmer-Ball.                 

(CP) 502-330-3998 or brainard@mindspring.com 

PARADISE                                

Monday, January 2 

All participants email or call compiler Brainard Palmer-Ball.                 

(CP) 502-330-3998 or brainard@mindspring.com 

 

Louisville CBC Compilation Potluck Dinner 

Those participating in the Louisville CBC are invited to 

attend a potluck dinner and compilation of birds at Win 

Ahrens’ home at 21 Autumn Hill, Prospect 

at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 18. 

Please RSVP at winahrens@aol.com. Hope 

to see everyone there! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:winahrens@aol.com


One Wild Bird at a Time   by Bernd Heinrich   

Reviewed by Judith McCandless 

Dr. Heinrich is a wonderful author and this very latest book is a fine addition 

to his great works on nature. He is one of our foremost field biologists. He 

doesn’t spend his days looking through a microscope. No, he is outside, mostly at his home in 

Maine, investigating what the creatures are up to. This series of essays looks at a single species 

at a time, examining some of the interesting characteristics that most other bird books never 

mention.  In the first chapter, after noticing a flicker pecking a nest hole in his wall, he helps the 

family nest successfully and raise their young. Of course it isn’t that simple. He installs a 

removable see-through panel for careful study purposes and writes about what he see with 

insight and verve. Two other favorite chapters for me were on redpolls and phoebes. I also 

highly recommend other books of his including The Geese of Beaver Pond, Winter World, 

Ravens in Winter, and One Man’s Owl.  Good reading! 

 

PAST FIELD TRIPS 

Joe Creason Park – October 23 - Ten BBC members tallied 37 species on a chilly fall morning.  The group 
spotted a few lingering migrants – Blue-headed Vireos, and Gray Catbird.  Winter migrants included 
Winter Wren, Dark-eyed Juncos, White-throated Sparrows and Brown Creeper.  Overall there was a lot 
of bird activity with Blue Jays, Cedar Waxwings and American Robins. 
 
Hays Kennedy/Garvin Brown – October 29 - A combined 41 species were tallied by 8 BBC members on a 
warm, sunny fall day at Garvin Brown Nature Preserve/Hayes Kennedy and Putney Pond in Prospect.  
Highlight observations from Garvin Brown/Hayes Kennedy included Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Ruby and 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, Palm Warbler, Eastern Meadowlark and Belted Kingfisher.  A few members 
made the short drive to Putney Pond and were rewarded by getting to see an Osprey feeding at the 
pond. Thanks to all who came out and helped make for an enjoyable day of birding. 
 
Spindletop Research Farm – October 30 – Forty-five species were tallied by 4 BBC members and 5 local 
guests on a sunny and unseasonably warm fall day at Spindletop Research Farm in Lexington.  Highlight 
observations were Belted Kingfisher, several American Kestrels, Eastern Meadowlarks, Swamp Sparrows 
and a Northern Harrier. A few members were able to get looks at a female Purple Finch, a Lincoln’s 
Sparrow, a Wilson’s Snipe, a pair of Gadwall, and White-crowned Sparrows. The group also observed 
healthy numbers of Savannah Sparrows, Horned Larks and Yellow-rumped Warblers.   A few of the 
group waded through creeks and navigated brush to flush the birds into the open for the rest of the 
group. Thank to David Lang for getting us access to the farm.  
 
Pope Lick – November 5 - Sixteen members enjoyed a sunny but cool morning at Pope Lick Park. Nothing 
unusual was seen among the 38 species located, but there was a good assortment of residents and 
winter visitors. Highlight was a Bald Eagle flyover late in the morning 
 
Turkey Run and Broad Parks – November 12 - Eleven members and two guests attended the outing to 
Turkey Run Park.  The birding was slow and only 30 species were recorded.  Highlights included Yellow-



rumped Warblers almost everywhere, Purple Finches, flyover American Pipit heard by field trip leader, 
flyover Horned Larks, Red-tailed Hawks and cooperative White-throated Sparrow and Winter Wren. 
 
Ohio River, Indiana Side – November 13 - Seven BBC members and three guests birded along the Ohio 
River with highlights being a Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Winter Wren, and 7 Black Scoters. We birded 
the woods at the Falls of the Ohio while the fog was clearing, and then scanned the visitor’s center 
overlook eventually locating the 7 Black Scoters that were reported the previous day. We also birded 
Ashland Park, Jeffersonville Overlook, and the Marriott Hotel Lake. The Marriott produced excellent 
looks at Hooded Mergansers and Ring-necked Ducks. 
 
Muscatatuck NWR/Hardy Lake – November 20 - The Beckham Bird Club field trip to the refuge was 
attended by 13 observers. Our trip started with a short walk to Discovery Pond. Seven species of 
sparrows were found along the trail including Tree, Field, Fox, Swamp, White-throated and White-
crowned. Then following the regular route for this trip we would encounter a few species of ducks, one 
Red-necked Grebe, a Bald Eagle, 22 Sandhill Cranes, Wilson's Snipe, a Barred Owl peeking out of its 
hollowed out snag, lots of Cedar Waxwings, a late Palm Warbler, and three Rusty Blackbirds. It was a 
cold crisp day - perfect for birding. Fifty-nine species were seen in all. Hardy Lake produced some nice 
species of both water birds and land birds. Three Common Loons, a Horned Grebe and Ringed-Necked, 
Bufflehead and Ruddy Ducks were on the lake. There were three Bonaparte's Gulls and one Ringed-
billed Gull. A flotilla of Coots huddled together to keep warm. Two Bald Eagles flew overhead. Red-
breasted Nuthatches and both Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were nice finds for the 11 
observers who stopped by the lake for the second half of the Muscatatuck/Hardy Lake trip. The group 
tallied 66 species for the both the refuge and the lake. 

 

 


