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BLACK-FOOTED FERRET 

AND THE PRAIRE DOG ECOSYSTEM 

Joanne Luyster, a BBC member and director, will be 

speaking about the Black-footed Ferret Recovery Program, 

featuring the highlights and lowlights of the program’s 

efforts to reestablish one of North America’s most 

endangered mammals. Black-footed ferret recovery 

focuses on the prairie dog ecosystem, which supports 

many species such as ferruginous hawks, prairie plovers, 

and swift fox, as well as over 100 endemic species 

including burrowing owls, sage grouse, pronghorn, and prairie chickens. 

She will discuss the Louisville Zoo’s contributions to the recovery effort. 

Joanne has been involved in black-footed ferret recovery, in one way or 

another, since 1991, including 23 years at the Louisville Zoo. Joanne is 

currently working for USFWS to update and revise the Black-footed Ferret 

Animal Care Manual, which she helped write in 1998.                                

Please join us Tuesday, August 9 at 7:00 p.m. at the Clifton Center on 

Payne Street. I t will be an informative program to show how our wildlife is interconnected with 

each other.   

YOUR BIRDATHON DOLLARS AT WORK 

Prothonotary Warbler Nest Box Trail.....six active boxes fledged 27 young Prothonotaries. 

Have you sent in your donation? 



THE FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER IS INCLUDED IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER 

You should check Beckham Bird Club web site and birdKY for every field trip to 
make sure there is not a change or cancellation.   

Some reminders – 

1.  Read the guidelines before coming on a field trip.  
2. Make a copy or copies of the field trip schedule.   
3. Be sure to stow your valuables in the trunk or carry them with you. Do not 

leave them in the front of the car. 
4. Just remember mosquitos and biting flies are waiting for you.  Don’t forget to 

bring insect repellent. 
 
 

ANNUAL BREAKFAST WITH THE BIRDS 

SATURDAY.SEPTEMBER 10 

AT TURKEY RUN 

Come join us at the annual Breakfast with the Birds.  We are moving our 

Breakfast with the Birds to Turkey Run to give you a chance to see another 

section of the Parklands.  The breakfast starts at 8:00 a.m.  Please R.S.VP. to 

Pat Bell at 326-9610 or patjanebell@bellsouth.net by Wednesday, September 7. 

The club is providing a continental breakfast of juice, coffee, fruit and assorted 

pastries. A monetary donations will be gladly accepted.  

Turkey Run is part of the Parklands of Floyds Fork.  The breakfast 

is going to be at the Brown-Forman Silo area. If you haven’t been to 

this section of the park this is your opportunity to see another 

beautiful area of the Parklands of Floyds Fork. 

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ: Another change to our breakfast 

is that the club is going green. What does that mean?  We want you to bring 

your own mug, plate, utensils and cloth napkin that you will take home and 

use again. NOT plastic or paper that you will throw away.  Don’t worry if you 

forget this time we will have some extras.   

DIRECTIONS: From I-265 exit (19) Billtown Road, go south and turn left at the 

T; go 1.5 miles and turn right into Turkey Run Park entrance; continue 

through the park to the Brown-Forman Silo parking lot.  GPS: 38.115846, -

85.533371 

mailto:patjanebell@bellsouth.net


"An Evening with the Birds" 
 

Local birders from Falls of the Ohio State Park and Beckham Bird 
Club will have scopes set-up for viewing shorebirds, raptors and 
waders on the fossil beds. We will bird at two locations: 
Observation Deck at the Interpretive Center and Fisherman's 
Point at Falls of the Ohio State Park on Saturday August 27, 2016 
from 5:00 to 8:30 PM. 
 

   

KOS FALL MEETING 

The fall meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society will be held at Lake Cumberland State 

Resort Park on the weekend of September 16-18. You are invited to join other birders from 

across the state for this three day weekend.  There are beginners’ walks and a plant walk as well 

as field trips on Friday, Saturday morning and afternoon and Sunday morning.  

The Friday night speaker is Zeb Weese whose topic  is “Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 

Fund  - Bird Conservation and Birding Opportunities”—an overview of the work of the 

Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund and efforts to conserve bird habitat and provide 

birding opportunities across the Commonwealth. 

Kevin Karlson will be the keynote speaker. Kevin is a noted author, photographer and leader of 

tours. Kevin will be giving two talks - one on Saturday afternoon and one Saturday night. Kevin 

will also be leading field trips. 

Check the KOS website (birdKY.org) for more details. Hope to see you there.   Reservations for 

the rooms at the park should be received by August 17 for KOS rates.  The phone number is 270-

343-3111. Please support KOS by becoming a member and attending the fall meeting.  BBC is 

an affiliate of KOS.  

2016 AOU CHANGES TO THE BIRD CHECKLIST 

Every year the AOU makes changes to the bird checklist. Some years it does not affect the birds 

of North America but this year it does. You might even add a bird or two to your North 

American checklist. The Western Scrub-Jay has been split and now there are two separate 

species – the California Scrub-Jay and the Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay (found in CO, AZ, UT, NM, 

NV). New names are – Green Violetear is now Mexican Violetear, Sky Lark becomes Eurasian 

Skylark, Orange Bishop is now Northern Red Bishop. If you see the Purple Swamphen in Florida 

enter it on ebird under Grey-headed Swamphen. There are changes in the sequence of orders, 

families and species. You are probably use to seeing loons in the front of your field guide but 

now it will be flamingos. There are other changes to the sequence but too numerous to list all of 

them. For more information about these and other changes google AOU 2016 changes to the bird 

checklist.  There many sites that will give info on these changes.  


