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APRIL PROGRAM – Ebird- AN ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR BIRDING 

Ebird has revolutionized birding. It makes it easy to keep track of the birds you are seeing, see what is 

being seen in our area as well as in the world. It is not for just hard-core birders but for the beginner as 

well. It is also for the backyard birder. By being on eBird you are helping scientists keep track of the 

birds and this helps us protect the birds we love. Now we can list our birds on our smart phones and it 

is easy to do. Join us on Tuesday, April 9 as James Wheat will give a workshop on eBird for your 

smart phone. We'll walk through all the features on the app; you'll be able to see everything projected 

onto a screen. Next we'll go through the use of eBird in the field. Feel free to bring your smart phone 

with eBird installed, and create your own checklist as a hands-on exercise. Our meeting is at St.Mark’s 

Episcopal Church, 2822 Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY 40206, 38.254256, -85.689458. St. Mark’s is at 

the corner of Frankfort Avenue and Kennedy Ave. Please enter by way of the back door near the 

parking lot.  See you there.                                             

 

BEWARE 
Please note: Do not leave valuables in your car. Put them in 

the trunk before coming to the field trip. Even 

the most inconspicuous item can lead to a car 

break-in. One of our member’s car was broken 

into on a field trip. What did they get – a bag 

of plastic bags? What did our member get – a 

broken window and a damaged door? 

 

Going to Hardy Lake in Indiana?  Watch your car for 

vultures! They love vinyl. 

 

 

 

 

We wish to extend our sympathy to the family of Katharine Fulkerson, 

a longtime member of BBC, who passed away on February 15. A 

memorial service will be held in August. 

 
 



FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE 

The field trip schedule for April, May and June is included in this newsletter for those 

receiving it by mail. For members receiving it by email there will be a link to the schedule. 

Thanks to Andrew Melynkovych for organizing the trips and thanks to all the leaders. 

 

2019 BBC BIRDATHON 

This year we need your pledge to help the following organizations that the Beckham Bird Club Board 

selected as recipients of grants from the 2019 BBC Birdathon.  You will be contacted either by email 

or a phone call so please say YES. Just make a pledge of a set sum or an amount for every bird that is 

counted on birdathon day by the person you sponsor. After birdathon day you will receive an account 

of the day and information about where to send your pledge. Last year we collect over $17,000, let’s 

make it $20,000 this year. 

The following are the recipients of the 2018 BBC Birdathon: 

Jefferson 

Memorial Forest 

2019 

Project description: Promoting bird education in our programs- specifically providing 
tools that can be used to excite & teach children about native birds & how they can 
participate in citizen science to help conservation of birds. We plan to purchase at least 
10 quality binoculars that can easily be used in programs by a variety of ages. 

Kentucky 

Resources 

Council, Inc. 2019 

Legal Services- the provision of individual assistance, both brief assistance & 
representation for those unable to find or afford representation by the private bar 
concerning air, water, land use and mineral developed-related matters, with a goal of 
advancing the protection of environmental health and quality and prudent use and 
conservation of the state’s natural resources.                                                         

                                                                                             
  

Kentucky 

Conservation 

Committee 2019 

1. Project one is a continuation of work performed last year to produce a new 
climate action guide. The primary goal is to identify and consolidate the most 
imminent climate-change threats/opportunities in this watershed region. 

2. New preparation and research are needed to support the defense of threats to 
the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund. We will engage the general 
public/community groups who support nature and land conservation initiatives 
in Kentucky to update them on these latest threats. We particularly want to 
focus this year on the outdoor recreation and economic/tourism aspects of the 
values these lands contribute the state. There is new research available in these 
areas that we can customize to a Kentucky audience to help support the value 
that these lands provide.   

 

 

 

 



 

Raptor 

Rehabilitation of 

Kentucky, Inc. 2019 

Wants to present ten RROKI educational programs at schools that are unable to afford 

the program fee. The funds will offset expenses associated with 10 program 

presentations. 

 

Creasy Mahan 

Nature Preserve 

2019 

 
 

 Purchase plant species, such as milkweed, native grasses & perennials   

 Purchase & install a new internet-cable Livestream Nature camera, & IP 
camera, a network box, livestream, software & extra cabling.   

 Upgraded water feature, with new pump  ix National Geographic Birds of 
Eastern North America @ $13.00 each   

 Add signage to new plant species    

Kentucky Natural 

Lands Trust 2019 

Funds will assist KNLT with our land acquisition efforts on Pine Mountain. The grant 

will help us with acquiring key tracts that are essential to protecting the forested 

wildlife corridor which is vitally important for plants, birds and other wildlife. 

Louisville Nature 

Center 2019 

Bird education programming for JCPS students is the project for which LNC seeks 
funding. Their goal is to have four adult educators for every sixty students.   Goals  - 
Providing an attractive bird blind                                                               

- Providing safe and user-friendly trails for hiking to view birds                                           - 
Provide education relating to local animal habitat especially birds                           - 
Provide activities such as Owl hikes                                                                                -
Encourage children to spend more time outside & become future stewards of the 
environment.                                                                                                                     Funds 
will help to continue to offer offsite programs at schools, senior homes, libraries & 
various other locations across the city.   

Kentucky Nature 

Preserves 2019 

Funds will be used to facilitate habitat improvement for edge dwelling & grassland 

birds. Cedar thinning as well as midstory & shrub management will be implemented to 

restore open grassland complexes & quality habitat edges. Prescribed fire will be used 

as a tool to promote forbs & grasses in the barrens. This active management 

encourages suitable habitat for many bird species. 

 

 

 

The birding Derby is back! 

After two years, the Jefferson-Fayette Birding Derby (otherwise 

known as Global Big Day) is all tied at one win apiece. 

After crushing our Lexington counterparts, 137-113, on the 

second Saturday in 2017, the Louisville group was edged out, 

despite recording a single-day-record 157(!) species on Derby 

Day 2018. With the advantage of better weather (no torrential 



rains) Lexington tallied an impressive 160 species. 

The fine feathered folks at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology still think that the Biggest Day in 

Birding trumps the Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports, so GBD is on Derby Day again this year. 

Since the annual madness didn’t prove to be a handicap last year, if the weather cooperates this year, 

the BBC has a chance at another record and a tie-breaking victory. 

Birders will be needed to do everything from listening for nightjars and owls at dawn and dusk to 

covering the best hotspots in the county to hiking into the hills in search of elusive species (Worm-

eating Warblers at Jefferson Forest, for example). You can put in as little time as you wish (tick the 

Mississippi Kites in Cherokee Park) or all day. 

The official tally will be kept via eBird, so it is vitally important that all Global Big Day observations 

are entered as eBird checklists. 

It is also important that every good birding spot in the county gets covered. Andrew Melnykovych is 

coordinating the effort. If you plan to participate and have a location or locations in mind, let him 

know where you will be birding on May 4. If you don’t have a favorite spot you want to cover, let 

Andrew know and he will assign you a location. He can be contacted via email at 

estiles74@gmail.com or on his cell phone at 502-608-4655. 

  

 

PAST FIELD TRIPS 

Muscatatuck NWR/Hardy Lake, March 2 - The annual Beckham Bird Club field trip to Muscatatuck 

NWR and to Hardy Lake produced a good variety of both water birds and land birds. It was a fun-filled 

day with seven observers searching high and low for every bird that could be found. One of the first 

birds that we heard, and saw was a Pine Warbler. So wonderful! Sandhill Cranes flew overhead during 

our stay at Muscatatuck. We counted an unbelievable number as they passed overhead, perhaps the 

largest number we have ever seen at the refuge. Ring-necked Ducks covered the surface of the lakes. 

Five Tree Swallows had returned and were seen hawking insects. Nine species of ducks and three 

Common Mergansers were added to our list. A Red-breasted Nuthatch, Purple Finches, and several 

species of sparrows were visiting the feeders. At Hardy Lake, five Bald Eagles were flying over the 

park. Horned Grebes, Buffleheads and Greater Scaup were on the lake. Some of the land birds found 

here include Yellow-rumps, Brown Creeper, Waxwings, Fox Sparrow, Purple Finch, and Red-breasted 

Nuthatch. Although it was cold and cloudy it was great to be with a happy group of birders and to find 

a total of 66 species for the day! Wow! 

Pope Lick, Saturday, March 9 - A dozen members turned out on a cool, overcast morning. Rain held 

off, so birding was fairly productive - 34 species in all - mix of residents and winter visitors. Breeding 

season is coming. The group saw breeding or territorial displays for several species, notably Northern 

Flickers and Red-shouldered Hawks. Many species were singing. Other highlights were good numbers 

of sparrows and a thrush that had us puzzled until it came close enough for an ID as a partially leucistic 

American Robin. 

mailto:estiles74@gmail.com


Sloughs WMA, Saturday, March 16 - Sunny skies, moderate temperatures, budding trees, and a couple 

of butterfly sightings made it feel like spring at the Henderson Sloughs. Avian indicators of spring 

included several Tree Swallows, a Brown Thrasher, a small group of Sandhills migrating north, and a 

flock of Lesser Yellowlegs. Other highlights from Sauerheber included many more Bald Eagles 

sighted in the air, a good size flock of Rusty Blackbirds, good looks at a Red-headed Woodpecker and 

15 species of waterfowl. Next, we visited the Shorebird unit where we found a second large flock of 

Rusty blackbirds. We attempted to access the Horseshoe road and Jenny Hole units, but roads leading 

there were still flooded. However, we did find some farmland above water near Jenny Hole which we 

birded at the roadside. Highlights from there included at least a dozen American Pipits, another pair of 

Bald Eagles, a vocalizing Barred Owl and a vocalizing Fish Crow. We finished by heading back 

toward Anderson pond, which was low on waterfowl - perhaps due to the presence of a pair of eagles 

on nest. Nearby was some flooded private farmland that we again birded roadside. It was very difficult 

to ID all of the hundreds of birds coming into roost there as the daylight faded, but we managed to get 

good looks at a Redhead and a flock of Northern Pintails flying over. We totaled 64 species and had a 

fun day of birding! Thanks again to everyone who came and to Sunil for his wonderful photography!  

Joe Creason Park, Sunday, March 17 - Four participants enjoyed a cool and calm morning. Highlights 

included an Osprey, a Northern Harrier, and a male and female Red-shouldered Hawk sitting close to 

each other, a Sharp - shinned Hawk, and a Pileated Woodpecker for a total of 36 species. There was 

some debate over the ID of a swallow that was later determined to be a Cliff Swallow. 

 

 

MARCH DINNER MEETING AND FIELD TRIP 

On March 12 members and guest gathered for the annual dinner meeting and field trip the next day. 

Ninety-eight reservations were sent in to hear Melissa Groo tell of her as exploits as a birder and 

photographer. Everyone agreed that her pictures were outstanding. If you missed out this year join us 

on March 10, 2020 for fellowship with other BBC birders. 

Our field trip was at Anchorage Trail. It was a chilly day but everyone enjoyed birding with Melissa. 

The group tallied 39 species. Several Phoebes and a lone Blue-winged Teal had returned to the AT as 

well as Wood Ducks. It was a fun morning birding with the group of BBC birders. 

 

Thanks to Jamie Baker and Pam Spaulding for the pictures of the dinner meeting and field trip. 
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